
A WEEK LONG CELEBRATION 
OF ABORIGINAL PERFORMANCE
AND ART
Featuring Ab-Original Cabaret, Circus, Live Music,
Dance, Theatre,Workshops, Artist Talks and more!

Feb. 21-28, 2010
Tickets at

www.ticketstonight.ca
604.684.2787
Information at

www.fullcircle.ca • 604.683.8993
VENUES: Roundhouse Community Arts and Recreation Centre, 
Britannia Community Centre Theatre, Museum of Anthropology
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Lopes (The Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation 
Centre), Sal Ferreras (VCC, Dean of Music), Janine 
Palatin and Katharine Carol (VANOC), Starbucks, 
Terra Breads

Community programming sponsorship provided by 
J Johnston (Cherokee/Irish/Swedish)

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
We extend a special thank you to all our wonderful 
volunteers for sharing their time, hearts and gifts with 
us. Your “give-away” is what makes this 
Festival possible.

All details are correct at the time of printing, but 
programs sometimes change due to unavoidable 
circumstances. Please check our website 
www.fullcircle.ca for updated information.

NO PHOTOGRAPHS PLEASE: The taking of 
photographs and/or video is not permitted.

For schedule updates go to 
www.fullcircle.ca
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VENUE INFORMATION & 
TRANSPORTATION TIPS
All venues are easily accessible by public transit’s 
extended service, check www.translink.bc.ca or call 
(604-953-3333) for schedules and information. For 
everything you need to know to travel during the 2010 
Winter Games visit TravelSmart2010.ca. 

• Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation 
Centre - Davie @ Pacifi c, (Train Room Entrance, 181 
Roundhouse Mews) Skytrain Canada Line Yaletown - 
Roundhouse Station  

• britannia Community Centre Theatre, 1001 
Cotton Drive (4 blocks north of 1st Ave, enter off of 
Commercial Drive) Bus #20 Downtown / Victoria

• Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre, 
1607 E. Hastings St. @ Commercial Dr. Bus #20

• Museum of Anthropology at the university of BC 
Campus, 6393 N.W. Marine Drive

• Canada’s Northern House, 602 West Hastings 
@ Seymour St

• Artstarts Gallery, 808 Richards Street @ Robson
• W2 Culture+Media House 112 W Hastings 

@ Abbott
• UNyA 1618 East Hastings Street @ Woodland

On behalf of the Vancouver 
2010 Cultural Olympiad, 
welcome to the 9th annual 
edition of the Talking 
Stick Festival. We are 
honoured to partner with 

this groundbreaking festival to present a 
remarkable series of performances featuring 
Aboriginal artists drawn from Canada and 
around the world. Cultural Olympiad 2010, 
which runs January 22 to March 21, is built 
upon the strength of the artistic community 
here in Vancouver and its national and 
international relationships. We are proud to 
connect and celebrate those communities and 
to explore the ideas and impulses that inform 
culture. Talking Stick’s extraordinary offerings 
certainly fi t that bill, and we hope you enjoy 
them and everything the Cultural Olympiad has 
to offer in 2010.

Robert Kerr, Program Director
Vancouver 2010 Cultural Olympiad

Welcome to 2010 Talking Stick Festival and the celebrations taking place within the traditional and shared 
traditional territories of the four host First Nations – Lil’wat, Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-waututh.

This citywide festival of extraordinary Aboriginal performance and art features some of the best emerging and 
established Aboriginal artists.  It provides a stage for artists from a variety of artistic expressions - theatre, 
storytelling, writing, music, dance, performance art and visual arts. It celebrates the Traditional performance of 
many communities as well as the contemporary and interdisciplinary work of Aboriginal creators.

We have many people and organizations to thank for making our 9th Talking Stick a reality – and we ask you to join 
us in recognizing the generous support of our volunteers, sponsors and funders who, along with the many others, 
have given their time and energy to this festival.

Our 2010 festival brings together many artists who wouldn’t normally have the chance to meet and share their 
art and their experiences with us. We welcome celebrated guests Pacifi c Curls and Soul Paua from Aotearoa 
(New Zealand) and some of our favorite artists from across Canada who are developing International and national 
reputations of their own. Artists such as Wayne Lavallee, Wonderbolt Circus, Artcirq, Anna Marie Sewell, New Native 
Music Revue, Digging Roots,  Yvonne Chartrand, Gramma Susie  & Grandpa Charlie,  Sister Says, Team Rez Offi cial  
and Jackson 2Bears.

These talented artists join others whose careers are just emerging. All share a passion for the creative spirit – and 
a belief in the power of artistic expression to illuminate, renew and transform. It is the talent and hard work of these 
artists that bring to life ancient stories, and point us towards roads not yet traveled. We welcome you and invite you 
to take in all our festival has to offer. Thank you for joining us on this exciting journey.

Wey chewx yu,

Margo Kane, Artistic Managing Director

Tickets: 604.684.2787
or book online at: www.ticketstonight.ca

Infoline: 604.683.8993 or 
www.fullcircle.ca
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TALKING STICK FESTIVAL 
PROGRAMMING & EVENTS

ROUNDHOUSE  
PERFORMANCE SERIES
Presented with our partner the 
Roundhouse Community Arts & 
Recreation Centre

SUNDAy, FEbRUARy 21
Talking Stick Festival Gala Opening
6pm 
Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation Centre
Adult: $50; Student/Senior: $42.50

Back by popular demand – the Festival Gala 
Opening launches the Talking Stick Festival and is 
a time honoured tradition of Aboriginal Celebration 
featuring the talents of today’s First Nations artists in 
contemporary and traditional arts. Be prepared for a 
great evening that gives you a taste of First Nations 
cuisine and of the entertainiment to come in the next 
seven days. Enjoy the variety of performances of music, 
comedy, story telling, dancing and much more! The 
evening is approximately 6 hours in duration. Catering 
by Salishan.

Tsatsu Stalqayu of the Coastal Wolf pack of the 
Musqueam Nation and Spakwus Slulem (Eagle Song 
Dancers) of the Squamish Nation opens today’s event 
with a Traditional Welcome. Hosted by Greg Coyes 
of APTN’s “The Mix” and Good Medicine Media and 
Theresa Point, Full Circle Ensemble member, along 
with Festival Director and veteran performer Margo 
Kane. Iskwew Trio perform and create songs in the 
Plains, West Coast, and Northern Interior Traditions. 
Hailing from New Zealand Soul Paua creates original 
Polynesian and Maori acoustic grooves and Pacific 
Curls combine Maori traditional instruments with 
many contemporary instruments with lyrics in Maori, 
Rotuman and English, Compaigni V’ni Dansi perform 
and lead traditional Metis Jigging & Social Dance, 
The duo of Richard Lafferty and Wesley Hardisty 
offer listeners a toe-tapping journey into traditional 
fiddle tunes with a northern flair, Le-La-La Dancers 
share their Kwakwaka’wakw culture. Anna Marie 
Sewell’s spoken word performance from Suite: Fifth 
World Drum is a call-out to the coming world, a world 
based on the oldest drum weaving words and phrases 
from many languages. Traditional Gitksan Dancers of 
Damelahamid present masked dance, story, and song 
and we round out the evening with local music group 
Tzo’Kam sharing with us social songs plus the smooth, 
rocking sounds of our Talking Stick House band, 
‘Friends of the Indians’ and special guests.

MONDAy FEbRUARy 22
Ab-Original Cabaret - two shows nightly! 
This hit cabaret showcases a range of artistic 
disciplines including music, multi-media, theatre, 
performance, and traditional singing.  A best seller, the 
evening is full of surprises, drama, and laughs – capped 
off with live music and great cheer. See into our hearts
Adult: $25; Student /Senior: $21.25
Double bill - 2 Shows on Same Night: Adult: $40 
Student / Senior: $34

9pm - The Roundhouse
Inuvialuit Drummers and Dancers (Inuvik) members 
range from 5 to 83, they share their Inuvialuktun 
language with their Inuvialuit style of drum dancing 
and singing. Anna Marie Sewell’s spoken word 
performance from Suite: Fifth World Drum is a call-out 
to the coming world, a world based on the oldest drum 
weaving words and phrases from many languages. 
Pacific Curls trio from New Zealand perform a Celtic, 
Maori, and Pacific fusion.

11pm - The Roundhouse
Comedy duo Grandma Susie & Grandpa Charlie, 
reflect the old time elders they grew up with: feisty, 
opinionated and funny. The traditional sounds of 
the Yukon in northern Canada is given a modern 
sensibility by Juno award winning guitarist, vocalist 
and songwriter Jerry Alfred performing with Shun-
Dun. Blending spoken word, songscapes and musical 
textures on the Chapman Stick with the skill of a gypsy, 
Pat braden from Yellowknife, NWT draws you in as 
he weaves magic. Talking Schtick – Greg Coyes & 

ROuNDHOuSE SERIES
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Margo Kane share a few laughs & interviews with 
visiting artists. Round out the evening with the smooth, 
rocking sounds of our Talking Stick Festival House band 
‘Friends of the Indians’ and special guests.

TUESDAy, FEbRUARy 23
Tricksters by Wonderbolt Circus 
7pm - The Roundhouse
Adult $35 / Student/Senior $29.75

Hailing from Newfoundland, Tricksters is an innovative 
and enchanting blend of  comic and theatrical traditions 
combined with highly polished international circus 
arts.  Featuring the dazzling artistry of Aboriginal dance, 
drumming and hoop dancing, Tricksters is populated 
with ring jugglers, sparkling spinning plates, cart 
wheeling acrobats, unicyclists and more!  Captured 
inside a magical circus ring, it is a guaranteed crowd 
pleaser and fun for the entire family!

Ab-Original Cabaret - two shows nightly! 
This hit cabaret showcases a range of artistic 
disciplines including music, multi-media, theatre, 
performance, and traditional singing.  A best seller, the 
evening is full of surprises, drama, and laughs – capped 
off with live music and great cheer. See into our hearts
Adult: $25; Student /Senior: $21.25
Double bill - 2 Shows on Same Night: Adult: $40 
Student / Senior: $34

9pm - The Roundhouse
Traditional Gitksan Dancers of Damelahamid present 
masked dances, stories, and songs from their family. 
Their work depicts their people’s origins, and tells 
stories of how their societies grew and fl ourished. 
The multi-talented actor, dancer, choreographer and 
playwright byron Chief Moon presents his new 
dance creation Ihtsi-pai-tapi-yop, meaning essence 
of all life. Our international guests, New Zealand Soul 
Paua band performs original Polynesian and Maori 
acoustic grooves.

11pm - The Roundhouse
New Zealand Soul Paua band (see above). Leanne 
Goose’s music is a refl ection of the essence of the 

Canadian Western Arctic, the mountains, the MacKenzie 
River, the music of her Inuvik home in the Northwest 
Territories. Talking Schtick – Greg Coyes & Margo 
Kane share a few laughs & interviews with visiting 
artists. Round out the evening with the smooth, rocking 
sounds of our Talking Stick Festival house band 
‘Friends of the Indians’. You never know who will 
make an appearance for an impromptu Jam session. 

WEDNESDAy, FEbRUARy 24
Tricksters by Wonderbolt Circus 
7pm - The Roundhouse
Adult $35 / Student/Senior $29.75
(See 7pm, Tuesday, February 23 for description.)

Ab-Original Cabaret - two shows nightly! 
(See Tuesday, February 23 for description.)

This hit cabaret showcases a range of artistic 
disciplines including music, multi-media, theatre, 
performance, and traditional singing.  A best seller, the 
evening is full of surprises, drama, and laughs – capped 
off with live music and great cheer. See into our hearts
Adult: $25; Student /Senior: $21.25
Double bill - 2 Shows on Same Night: Adult: $40 
Student / Senior: $34

9pm - The Roundhouse
The Git Hayetsk Dancers use traditional hand-made 
regalia, masks, skin and box drums to perform their 
ancient and contemporary songs and dances. The 
dancers are from many different nations, including 
Tsimshian, Nisga’a, Gitxsan, Haida, Tlingit and Haisla. 
Anna Marie Sewell’s spoken word performance from 
Suite: Fifth World Drum is a call-out to the coming 
world, a world based on the oldest drum weaving words 
and phrases from many languages. The New Native 
Music Revue features collaborations by an all-star 
group of Aboriginal artists from Manitoba working in 
various music forms including Tracy bone (Country), JC 
Campbell (Blues), Don Amero (Folk), Wab Kinew (Hip 
Hop & Pow-wow), Marie-Josée Dandeneau (upright 
Bass), Cris Derksen (Cello), Scott Senior (Percussion). 
The group will be accompanied by Fred Thomas, and 
urban-infl uenced Aboriginal visual artist who will create 
a new painting inspired by the music being performed.

11pm - The Roundhouse
The New Native Music Revue (see above). Cree 
Musician and award winning guitarist Jason burnstick 
brings his unique fl avour of blues and folk rock. Talking 
Schtick – Greg Coyes & Margo Kane share a few 

ROuNDHOuSE SERIES

TUES FEb 23 7PM 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

Pacifi c Curls trio from New Zealand 
perform a Celtic, Maori, and Pacifi c fusion.

Museum of Anthropology at UbC 
6393 N. W. Marine Drive

$7 at the door – includes museum admission.
Sponsored by NK’MIP.

talkingstickfestival.blogspot.com

Search: The Talking Stick Festival

twitter.com/TSF2010 
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laughs & interviews with visiting artists. Round out the 
evening with the smooth, rocking sounds of our Talking 
Stick Festival House band ‘Friends of the Indians’ and 
special guests.

THURSDAy, FEbRUARy 25
Ab-Original Cabaret - two shows nightly! 
This hit cabaret showcases a range of artistic 
disciplines including music, multi-media, theatre, 
performance, and traditional singing.  A best seller, the 
evening is full of surprises, drama, and laughs – capped 
off with live music and great cheer. See into our hearts
Adult: $25; Student /Senior: $21.25
Double bill - 2 Shows on Same Night: Adult: $40 
Student / Senior: $34

9pm - The Roundhouse
In an excerpt from Stories from St. Laurent, yvonne 
Chartrand, showcases both the traditional and 
contemporary side of Métis life, tying together Métis 
traditional dance and storytelling with contemporary 
dance. Wayne Lavallee’s music is steeped in the 
traditions of his ancestry, but with his raw “unplugged” 
sonic palette from rock anthems and country/folk 
storytelling to Aboriginal chants thousands of years old. 
Performing with Wayne tonight are barrie Nighswander 
(electric guitar), John Ellis (pedal steel/electric guitar/
madolin), Geoff Hicks (Drums), Rob becker (Bass). 
Spirit of Dance incorporates both traditional storytelling 
theatre, contemporary movement, scripted narration 
and performances of pow-wow dance by Aboriginal 
Experiences Dance Troupe from Ottawa. 

11pm - The Roundhouse
Wayne Lavallee and band (see above). Award winning 
Winnipeg acoustic folk musician Don Amero music 
carries both the depth of experiencing hardship and 
the luminosity of experiencing hope. Don performs 
with performs with French Metis Canadian multi-
instrumental musician MJ Dandeneau. Talking Schtick 
– Greg Coyes & Margo Kane share a few laughs & 
interviews with visiting artists. Round out the evening 
with the smooth, rocking sounds of our Talking Stick 
Festival House band ‘Friends of the Indians’ and 
special guests.

FRIDAy, FEbRUARy 26
Evolve – Envision the Spirit that Evolves the Style 
An Aboriginal Fashion Show for All
7pm - The Roundhouse
Adult $25.00, Student/Senior 

bee the Change - Aboriginal Fashion brings 
something brand new to the Talking Stick Festival. 
Selected designers from across the country converge 
on the Roundhouse stage to present their innovative 
and original designs. Experience firsthand the breadth, 
scope and diversity of this burgeoning art form. Fun, 
colourful, contemporary, futuristic, traditional – you’ll 
see it all! Join us in celebrating the fabric of our nation!

Featuring designers: Disa Tootoosis, bruno Henry, 
Timeless Shadows Apparel, Rev/Evo Fashions, 
bethany yellowtail, Ringing bell Robes, and Cedar 
and berry, curated by Nadine Spence.

Ab-Original Cabaret - two shows nightly! 
(See Thursday, February 25 for description.)

Adult: $25; Student /Senior: $21.25
Double bill - 2 Shows on Same Night: Adult: $40 
Student / Senior: $34

9pm - The Roundhouse
Le-La-La Dancers share their traditional 
Kwakwaka’wakw culture, poets and authors Chris 
bose and Marilyn Dumont share their words. A new 
festival favourite, Love ‘n All That Jazz - pays tribute 
to our relatives who played a role in early development 
of jazz artists like Coast Salish singer Mildred Baily 
in the 1930s. Marie-Josée (MJ) Dandeneau is the 
director of tonight’s jazz performances working with 
a repertoire of Jazz standards and a number of fine 
Aboriginal vocalists; Gillian Thomson (Sister Says), Rob 
bracken (lead singer of Brickhouse), Sandy Scofield 
(Iskwew), and Don Amero (New Native Music Revue). 
MJ specializes in upright and electric fretless bass and 
reflects her French Canadian and Métis heritage in her 
playing. Band members include David Larocque, Al 
Wold and John Nolan.

11pm - The Roundhouse
Love n’ All That Jazz (see above). Cris Derksen 
(half Cree electronic cellist) takes all types of sounds 
around her and forms them into song like you`ve 
never experienced, she is joined by the exquisite fancy 
dancer Shyama-Priya Singh. Her dance represents the 
butterfly, the dance of transformation. Talking Schtick 
– Greg Coyes & Margo Kane share a few laughs & 
interviews with visiting artists. Round out the evening 
with the smooth, rocking sounds of our Talking Stick 
Festival house band Friends of the Indians and 
special guests.

ROuNDHOuSE SERIES



Urban Native  
Youth Association 

21 programs including education, sports & 
recreation, training, mentorship, mediation, 

live-in A&D, school support, counselling, 
health, drop-in and much more 

1618 East Hastings Street, Vancouver BC, V5L 1S6   |   604-254-7732 
info@unya.bc.ca     |     unya.bc.ca     |     nativeyouthcentre.ca 

Music, Arts &  
Cultural Programs  

 

Guitar, beading, 
photography, 
drum-making, 

sewing, drawing, 
video, public 
speaking, and 
many other  

creative ways to 
express yourself 
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SATURDAy, FEbRUARy 27
Ab-Original Cabaret - two shows nightly! 
This hit cabaret showcases a range of artistic 
disciplines including music, multi-media, theatre, 
performance, and traditional singing.  A best seller, the 
evening is full of surprises, drama, and laughs – capped 
off with live music and great cheer. See into our hearts
Adult: $25; Student /Senior: $21.25
Double bill - 2 Shows on Same Night: Adult: $40 
Student / Senior: $34

9pm - The Roundhouse
Traditional Peyote Singers, Meewasin Oma perform 
prayer and healing songs from the Native American 
Church. Winter Suite is a movement meditation on 
native peoples relationship to the environment. The 
land and trees are fragile as are our cultures. An old 
woman moves through the land that she loves, a land 
that is changing. Performed by Marian Desjarlais 
and Michelle Olson, choreographed by Floyd Favel, 
sound by Os12 and Meewasin Oma. In an excerpt 
from Stories from St. Laurent, yvonne Chartrand, 
showcases both the traditional and contemporary side 
of Métis life, tying together Métis traditional dance and 
storytelling with contemporary dance. Digging Roots’ 
live sound with carefully crafted songs, tight studio 
arrangements and soulful performances are artists 
coming into their own, reinventing themselves and their 
own brand of groove heavy rock, roots, and blues.

11pm - The Roundhouse
Digging Roots (see above). Sister Says (Gillian and 
Rob Thomson) create a sound that is completely 
unique narrating with lyric and voice to a whirlwind of 
arrangements. Talking Schtick – Greg Coyes & Margo 
Kane share a few laughs & interviews with visiting 
artists. Round out the evening with the smooth, rocking 
sounds of our Talking Stick Festival house band 
‘Friends of the Indians’ and special guests.

SUNDAy, FEbRUARy 28
All Our Relations Festival Wrap Party
9pm
The Roundhouse
Adult: $50; Student/Senior: $42.50

Come and join us for our popular closing night! Enjoy 
an evening of great celebration of words and rhythms. 
Enjoy an evening of food, dancing, live music, comedy 
and more! The evening is approximately 4 hours in 
duration. Catering by Salishan.

Howie Miller will make you laugh you as one of 
Canada’s top stand-up comedians, Jackson 2bears 
is a Kanien’kehaka (Mohawk) multimedia artist 
remixing images and sound as a tool for cultural 
critique, reflecting on issues of racism, colonialism, 
discrimination, Indigenous subjectivity and Native 

ROuNDHOuSE SERIES

 
TRIbUTES

A slide show set to song. 

In honour of those who live and love and laugh 
in the downtown eastside and to remind us 

of that the real bottom line is kindness and an 
open heart. We remember our missing women 
and raise our hats to those who remain behind.  

Featuring Heroines and Eastside Gothic – 
photographs by Lincoln Clarkes 

In their realness, not in terms of exactitude, 
but in terms of their rawness, Clarkes’ pictures 
spill raw truth to viewers of a national public 

unwilling to deal with the realities of its 
mistakes and administrative blunders. 

-Paul Ugor, West Coast Line SFU

Through these images, Vancouver is 
discovering its entire body politic, the 

unacknowledged parts of its anatomy -vulgar 
and dangerous- that polite discussion always 

avoids. - Melora Koepke, maisonneuve

Images may be viewed on 
worldwidegreeneyes.com

Tributes screens regularly at the Roundhouse 
throughout the festival 
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stereotypes. Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal Wolf pack) 
perform traditional Musqueam song and dance. The Git 
Hayetsk Dancers are traditional dancers from many 
different nations, including Tsimshian, Nisga’a, Gitxsan, 
Haida, Tlingit and Haisla, using only traditional hand-
made regalia, masks, skin and box drums to perform 
their ancient and contemporary songs and dances. 

Meewasin Oma sing prayer and healing songs 
from the Native American Church. Compaigni V’ni 
Dansi perform traditional Metis Jigging Dance and 
lead the audience in Metis social Dances. Powwow 
Rhythm Dancers perform powwow songs and dances 
traditionally from the plains and prairies.

Live the live soulful and lyrical music of Sister Says, 
Cris Derksen on cello with fancy dancer Shyama-
Priya Singh. Hear and feel the powerful words of 
performance poet Marilyn Dumont and spoken word 
performance of Suite: Fifth World Drum by Anna 
Maria Sewell which is a call-out to the coming world, 
a world based on the oldest drum weaving words and 
phrases from many languages. Talking Stick Festival 
house band Friends of the Indians host a variety of 
visiting and local artists. You never know who will make 
an appearance for an impromtu jam session.

bRITANNIA PERFORMANCE 
SERIES
Presented with our partners 
Britannia Secondary School and 
Community Centre Theatre

All Britannia events are pay-what-you-can.
• Raven Stole the Sun
• Urban All-Nation Revue - February 22 – 25

MONDAy, FEbRUARy 22
Raven Stole the Sun by Red Sky
2pm
Britannia Community Centre Theatre
$PWYC

Red Sky takes a traditional story to new contemporary 
heights through a compelling theatre dance piece for 
family audiences.  Raven is a fabulous and magical 
creature of impulse and curiosity. In order to satisfy 
his overwhelming sense of curiosity, Raven hatches 
a brilliant scheme for stealing the stars, the moon 
and the sun and ends up bringing light to the people 
of the world. This performance is followed by a Q & 
A Talkback. Play by Drew Hayden Taylor. Based on 
a traditional Tlingit story as recounted by Sháa Tláa 
Maria Williams. Directed by Sandra Laronde.

Urban All-Nation Revue 
7pm
Britannia Community Centre Theatre
$PWYC

This showcase event especially for the ‘East Side’ – 
geared to youth and families! Fun, funky and fabulous! 
We offer you a range of contemporary and traditional 
performances including dance, music, stories, hip hop, 
theatre, comedy, spoken word. Tonight’s performance 
features from Igloolik, Nunavut, Artcirq is a project 
that give children and teenagers a medium to express 
themselves thorough circus performing. First Nations 
comedy duo Gramma Susie & Grandpa Charlie (Tlingit 
and from Teslin Tlingit First Nation in the Yukon Territory) 
refl ect about the old time elders they grew up with: 
feisty, opinionated and funny. The Dakhká Khwáan 
Dancers bring their traditional stories into life through 
dramatization, traditional song, dance, drumming, 
storytelling and multi-media. A series of short fi lms 
throughout the evening called INUKSHOP: A cinematic 
tribute to Inuit culture provide perspective on northern 
culture and southern expectations.

INUKSHOP: A cinematic tribute to Inuit culture by 
Jobie Weetaluktuk
In this cinematic tribute to Inuit culture, fi lmmaker 
Weetaluktuk mixes the past with the present to create 
a powerful and timeless statement about the effects of 
appropriation on art and culture. From Inuit Films, Isuma 
TV and Beatboard. Presented in partnership with W2 
Community Media Arts Society.

TUESDAy, FEbRUARy 23
Urban All-Nation Revue 
7pm
Britannia Community Centre Theatre
$PWYC

This showcase event especially for the ‘East Side’ – 
geared to youth and families! Fun, funky and fabulous! 
We offer you a range of contemporary and traditional 
performances including dance, music, stories, hip hop, 
theatre, comedy, spoken word. Tonight’s performance 

TUES FEb 23 7PM 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE

Pacifi c Curls trio from New Zealand 
perform a Celtic, Maori, and Pacifi c fusion.

Museum of Anthropology at UbC 
6393 N. W. Marine Drive

$7 at the door – includes museum admission.
Sponsored by NK’MIP.

BR ITANNIA SERIES 



f e b r u a r y 2 0 1 0 
D u s t i n r i v e r s 
M i c h a e l n i c o l l 
y a h g u l a n a a s 
l i s a J a c k s o n 
a n g e s t e r r i t t  
r i c h a r D v a n 
c a M p i s u M a t v

c r e a t i v e t e c h n o l o g y. o r g

W2 Community Media Art Society is proud to collaborate with the Talking Stick Festival.  
W2 works for cross-cultural dialogue, social inclusion, and redress, through creative technol-
ogy training, production and dissemination. Join our 1000 members online. Now recruiting 

Tsleil-Waututh, Squamish and Musqueam youth for Mobile*Native geotagging project. 
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features: Sto:lo hip-hop recording and performing artist 
Ostwelve (Os12) performs and shares the stage with 
other local MCs First Ladies Crew (FLC) represented 
by Rapsure Risin (Numinous and Apt Exact), Jb 
the 1st Lady, and Christie Lee. Anna Marie Sewell’s 
spoken word performance from Suite: Fifth World 
Drum is a call-out to the coming world, a world based 
on the oldest drum weaving words and phrases from 
many languages. Arbitrary Feminine performed and 
choreographed by contemporary dancer Daina Ashbee, 
an emerging and vibrant artist whose work has been 
showcased with Raven Spririt Dance and the InFrinGing 
Dance Festival.

WEDNESDAy, FEbRUARy 24
Urban All-Nation Revue 
7pm
Britannia Community Centre Theatre
$PWYC

A show case event especially for the “East Side” – 
geared to youth and families! Fun, funky and  fabulous!  
Tonight’s performance features Nunatsiavut Drum 
Dancers perform a variety of styles from Greenland 
and Nunavut drumming and dances that compliment 
traditional Inuit songs and stories. Tales from Turtle 
Island incorporates both traditional storytelling theatre 
and pow-wow dance performance. This original double 
bill, Aboriginal Experiences Dance Troupe from 
Ottawa, features Sky Woman Falls to the Earth and 
Spirit of Dance where mask, movement and a scripted 
narration tell the Iroqouis creation story. Plus laugh out 
loud to the hilarious Coyote brothers perform their 
unique brand of comedy sketches. A series of short 
fi lms throughout the evening called INUKSHOP: A 
cinematic tribute to Inuit culture provide perspective 
on northern culture and southern expectations (see Feb 
22 for description).

THURSDAy, FEbRUARy 25
Urban All-Nation Revue 
7pm
Britannia Community Centre Theatre
$PWYC

This showcase event especially for the ‘East Side’ – 
geared to youth and families! Fun, funky and fabulous! 
We offer you a range of contemporary and traditional 
performances including dance, music, stories, 
hip hop, theatre, comedy, spoken word. Tonight’s 
performance features: Kaiva are youth from Nunavut 
who interpret inuit culture through the art of break-
dancing, incorporating inuit throatsinging into their 
performances. Hip Hop artists Team Rezoffi cial have 
a sound that comes out of authentic rez experience 
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and urban life in Canada. The urban music goes on 
with local hip hop artist Ostwelve and First Ladies 
Crew (FLC) represented by Rapsure Risin (Numinous 
and Apt Exact), Jb the 1st Lady, and Christie Lee. 
Arbitrary Feminine performed and choreographed by 
contemporary dancer Daina Ashbee, an emerging and 
vibrant artist whose work has been showcased with 
Raven Spririt Dance and the InFrinGing Dance Festival.

FRIDAy, FEbRUARy 26
Urban All-Nation Revue 
7pm
Britannia Community Centre Theatre
$PWYC

Meewasin Oma from the Red Pheasant Reserve in 
Saskatchewan perform prayer and healing songs 
from the Native American Church. Winter Suite is a 
movement meditation on native peoples relationship to 
the environment. The land and trees are fragile as are 
our cultures. An old woman moves through the land 
that she loves, a land that is changing. Performed by 
Marian Desjarlais and Michelle Olson, choreographed 
by Floyd Favel, sound by Os12 and Meewasin 
Oma. Metis poet Marilyn Dumont shares her words. 

Arbitrary Feminine performed and choreographed by 
contemporary dancer Daina Ashbee, an emerging and 
vibrant artist whose work has been showcased with 
Raven Spririt Dance and the InFrinGing Dance Festival. 
Enjoy film screenings of Pushing the Line: Art Without 
Reservation and Savage by Lisa Jackson.

Pushing the Line: Art Without Reservation 
Northwest Coast artists Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas 
and Marianne Nicolson spend their days creating work 
that pushes boundaries, redefining what society has 
come to expect of Indigenous art. Director Lisa Jackson 
takes us on a thought-provoking journey from remote 
coastal villages, through tacky souvenir shops and into 
the glitz of modern art galleries, to reveal the evolution 
of contemporary Indigenous art as we know it. The 
film also features well-known artist Sonny Assu. This 
film was produced as an arts documentary for Bravo! 
Channel. Running time: 47 minutes.

Savage 
On a summer day in the 1950s, a native girl watches the 
countryside go by from the backseat of a car. A woman 
at her kitchen table sings a lullaby in her Cree language. 
When the girl arrives at her destination, she undergoes 
a transformation that will the turn the woman’s gentle 
voice into a howl of anger and pain. In a place like this, 

BR ITANNIA SERIES 
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there aren’t many chances to be a kid. But, when no 
one’s watching... A residential school musical.

WORKSHOPS & ARTIST TALKS
All Pay-What –you –Can 
Workshop Series sponsored by J. Johnston 
(Cherokee/Irish/Swedish)
Artist Talk Series sponsored by IPAA 

The Indigenous Performing Arts Alliance (IPAA) Board of 
Directors invite all Aboriginal Artists in the performing 
arts sector to join these workshops and circles, to share, 
discuss, and envision the present and future for the 
Aboriginal performing arts in Canada. 

MONDAy, FEbRUARy 22
New Zealand FuZion! Workshop with Pacifi c Curls 
12 noon
UNyA (Urban Native youth Association) 
1640 East Hastings Street 

All the way from New Zealand, Pacifi c Curls welcome 
you to combine Celtic, Maori, and Pacifi c fusion.  
Participate in a traditional Maori stick dance and 
samaon slap dance. Maximum participants - 30
Sponsored by J. Johnston (Cherokee/Irish/Swedish) 

IPAA: Spirit behind the Dance - Ab-Original 
Choreographer’s Artist Talk 
2pm  The Roundhouse Community Arts & 
Recreations Centre
Find out what fuels the artists’ fi res in an 
informal and open conversation with renowned 
chorographers Yvonne Chartrand, Alejandro 
Ronceria and Michelle Olson.

TUESDAy FEbRUARy 24
Run Away & Join the Circus! Workshop with ArtCirq
10am  britannia Secondary School - Room 111 
Get physical! This Nunavut-based arts collective was 
founded to bridge the gap beween different generations 
and cultures. It is a circus like no other! Circus arts 
combined with Inuit throat singing, drumming and 
traditional games.  
Maximum participants - 25
Sponsored by J. Johnston (Cherokee/Irish/Swedish)

THURSDAy, FEbRUARy 25
IPAA: Scoring the Heartbeat - Ab-Original 
Composers Artist Talk  
2pm  Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation 
Centre
What is the origin of a song? Where is the inspiration? 
Find out this and more in an enlightening and 
informative session with prolifi c composers Sandy 
Scofi eld, Russell Wallace, Os12 and Tracey Draper .

Hip- Hop to a Northern Beat ! Workshop with Kaiva 
2pm
britannia  Secondary School -  Rm 11

Get busy and break it out with  Kaiva  (which means 
‘to spin’).  Learn to express Inuit culture through break-
dancing! Truly a fresh approach to tradition. 
Maximum  number of participants – 25
Sponsored by J. Johnston (Cherokee/Irish/Swedish)

WORKSHOPS/  ARTIST TALKS SERIES
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FRIDAy, FEbRUARy 26
IPAA: The Proscenium Circle  – Ab-Original Theatre 
Artist Talk 
1pm
Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation Centre

Meet, greet and enjoy the opportunity to take part 
in casual and enlightening discussion with some of 
Canada’s First Nation’s theatre community, including 
Ryan Cunningham, Christine Sokaymoh Frederick and 
Floyd Favel.

SATURDAy, FEbRUARy 27
IPAA: Freeing the Quill - Ab-Original Writers Talk
2pm
Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation Centre

Join poets Chris Bose, Marilyn Dumont and Anna 
Marie Sewell in a discussion surrounding the process 
of the poet and how the word that begins in the soul 
transfers to  the page and the spoken word, facilitated 
by Francine Burning.

SUNDAy, FEbRUARy 28
Connecting the Soul - Workshop with  
Meewasin Oma  
2pm
Roundhouse Community Arts & Recreation Centre

Join Peyote Singers from the Red Pheasant Reserve in 
Saskatchewan to sing prayer and healing songs from 
the Native American Church. 

OTHER COMMUNITy EVENTS
Family Nite Mini Pow-wow 
February 16 & 23
1 - 9:30pm 
Vancouver Aboriginal Friendship Centre
Free

This traditional event includes a Grand Entry, Intertribal 
Singing and Dancing competitions Begin, Social 
Dancing, and local vendors selling wares, hosted by 
MC Ray “bigfoot” Thunderchild, Arena Directors 
Lawrence Trottier, Duane “Chocolate” Howard, 
and the Host Drummers are Love Medicine from East 
Vancouver. All Welcome.

“The Portraits of Resilience” Exhibition 
February 21, 2pm Opening at Canada’s Northern House
February 21 – 28, Daily 10am-9pm
and until July 23 at Artstarts Gallery, (M – F 10-5, Th 10 
– 7, last Saturday/month 10-4:30)
Free

The Portraits of Resilience photography project is part 
of the Many Strong Voices Programme and illustrates 
the human dimension of the climate change discussion 
through the words and photographs of children in four 
Arctic communities: Shishmaref, Alaska; uummannaq, 
Greenland; Nesseby, Norway; and Pangnirtung, 
Nunavut, Canada. The project is led by photographer, 
Christine Germano who mentors the youth with their 
written essays and photography, to show the outside 
world their communities. The goal is to give these 
young people a voice in the united Nations Framework 
on Climate Change (uNFCCC) negotiations. The project 
opened in Copenhagen in December 2009 at the 
National Museum of Denmark and is now on tour and 
currently exhibiting in Oslo at the Norwegian Museum 
of Cultural History and the Artstarts Gallery in Vancouver 
with future exhibits to be shown in Stockholm, New 
York, Washington DC, London, Toronto and Ottawa. 
The opening at Canada’s Northern House will feature 
performances by throat singers and drum dancers; 
Simon Awa, Deputy Minister of the Department of 
Environment for the Government of Nunavut is the guest 
speaker.

Untold Histories / Presence of the Land - Multimedia 
Exhibition by Dustin Rivers (Squamish) 
February 15-28
W2 Culture + Media House, 201-112 Hastings St W
Hours

untold Histories / Presence of the Land emphasizes 
the local territory in the Gastown-Woodward’s 
locale, suggesting a series of changes and revivals 
for Woodward’s having taken place in the changing 
neighbourhood. As with the work of American Artist 
Shimon Attie, Rivers’ large format multimedia piece 
(18’ x 40’) brings to life hidden collective memories. 

WORKSHOPS/  ARTIST TALKS SERIES
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Squamish Peoples’ history is woven together with 
the European settlers to Vancouver, and Rivers’ task 
is to illuminate this time making it visible. Audiences 
experience a collective hope for a new future based 
on understanding and reconciling of this shared past. 
Presented in partnership with W2 Community Media 
Arts Society.

ARTIST bIOS
Jackson 2bears is a Kanien’kehaka (Mohawk) artist 
based in Victoria, BC and work is inspired by electronic 
music and DJ/VJ culture. His recent exhibitions 
include: EM-Media, Calgary; the Vancouver Art Gallery; 
Interaccess, Toronto; SAW Gallery, Ottawa. He has also 
presented his work internationally in festivals such as: 
Digital Art Weeks, Zurich, Switzerland. 2bears is a Ph.D. 
candidate at the university of Victoria. 

Lisa Aasebo is excited for her inaugral run with the 
Talking Stick Festival. She has been scouring all the 
performers Bio’s and is blown away by the Talent that will 
be assembled in one area, for one week! Enjoy :)

Atef Abdelkefi is a university of Quebec in Montreal 
graduate with a solid ten years of work experience. 
He uses many tools in many environments and has 
developed a variety of online software and have not yet 
found a challenge too difficult to overcome. 

Aboriginal Experiences Dance Troupe are a 
professional, authentic group of talented First Nations 
performers from across “Turtle Island” or North America 
who now form the core dance troupe for the award 
winning cultural attraction “Aboriginal Experiences” in 
the heart of Ottawa. The 2010 Troupe include dancers 
Rhonda Doxtator, Jason Gullo, Stephanie Sarazin and 
Leslie McCue. 

Maria Alexakis is a stage/production manager, event 
co-ordinator, and theatre technician. She is a Douglas 
College Stagecraft program graduate and has studied 
and worked at the Banff Centre for the Arts. She currently 
divides her time as the Special Events Assistant with the 
City of Burnaby and as stage manager/sound improviser 
for the Vancouver TheatreSports League.

Jerry Alfred The traditional sounds of Northern Canada’s 
Native Americans are given a modern sensibility by 
guitarist, vocalist and songwriter Jerry Alfred. Together 
with his Shun-Dun , Alfred projects a hard-driving, dance-
inspiring energy to his songs.

Don Amero Winnipeg acoustic musician Don Amero’s 
music carries both the depth of experiencing hardship 
and the luminosity of experiencing hope. He recently 
won both ‘Best Aboriginal Songwriter’ at the Canadian 
Folk Music Awards in Ottawa and ‘Best Male Artist’ at the 
Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards in Hamilton in 2009.

Artcirq from Igloolik, Nunavut, is a project that give 
children and teenagers a medium to express themselves 
thorough circus performing. Guillaume Saladin and Karine 

Delzors of the National Circus School in Montreal lead 
together with peers the circus project Artcirq with the 
Inuusiq Youth Drama Group from Igoolik, Nunavut.

Daina Ashbee is a young artist of Cree and French 
descent passionate about improvisation, dancing freeform 
and especially composition. Trained at Pacific Dance Arts 
ballet academy. Daina currently works with Indigenous 
contemporary dance company “Raven Spirit Dance” and 
was a choreographer and performer at InFrinGing Dance 
Festival 2009. 

James badger, (‘Friends of the Indians’ - Drums) has 
been playing the drums for over 40 years. over the years 
he has played with the likes of long John Baldry, Jim 
Byrnes, James Harman, Big Joe Lewis, Phat Edna’s Soul 
Revue, The Dubious Bros, Chris Gilburg, LesisMore, Kenny 
“Blues Boss” Wayne, James Rogers, Jamie Thomson, 
Steve Kozak’s Westcoast Blues Revue, Michelle Richard, 
the Kingpins, Nigel Mack, and many more. 

bob baker (ancestral name S7apluk) is leader and 
co-founder of “S’pak’wus Slúlum” (Eagle Song Dancers) 
since 1994, has been involved in his culture all his life. 
Born and raised in the Squamish Nation, Bob has been 
singing and dancing his peoples’ stories for over 27 
years. He is known for his work at the Híwus Feast house 
& Cultural Centre on Grouse Mountain, as well as his 
international collaborations with performing artists in 
Canada, Japan, Taiwan, and Switzerland.

Tracy bone is country singer from northern Manitoba 
who has earned Best Female Artist, Single of the Year, 
and Country album awards from the Canadian Aboriginal 
Music Awards (CAMA), NCI FM and the Indian Summer 
Music Awards, respectively.

Chris bose (N’laka’pamux Nation, B.C.) is a writer, multi-
disciplinary artist, musician and filmmaker, who has has 
performed from Victoria to Montreal, as well as at the BC 
Festival of the Arts and the Word on the Street Festival 
in Toronto. Currently living in Kamloops, Chris facilitates 
community art workshops including digital storytelling, 
curates First Nations art shows and projects, researches 
and writes for periodicals across Canada, and lends his 
expertise to mixed-media productions, film, audio and 
video recording and editing.  

Pat braden, from Yellowknife, NWT presents A Place 
to Call Home, a musical journey through northern 
landscapes and realities. Blending spoken word, 
songscapes and musical textures on the Chapman Stick 
with the skill of a gypsy, Pat weaves magic, drawing you 
in. A CD of the live show, recorded at the Northern Arts 
and Cultural Centre in Yellowknife, was recently released.

bridge Communications is a full service 
communications firm that specializes in marketing and 
communications with a focus on arts and culture. 

Francine burning belongs to the Kanien’kehaka 
(Mohawk) nation from Six Nations of the Grand River in 
Southern Ontario - Turtle Clan. Francine is doing a Master 
of Arts degree in the Interdisciplinary Studies Program at 
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uBC and is a mother of three girls. She is an aspiring poet 
& artist and has a degree in First Nations Studies.

Jason burnstick is a 2007 Juno Nominee, CAMA Award 
Winning and 2009 Jessie Richardson Award Nominee 
(DORA Award) lap slide blues and folk guitarist from the 
Cree nation. Jason is a musician and composer who 
performs with his arsenal of weissenborns and double 
neck lap slides for performance, theatre, documentaries 
or TV. His 5 song EP “Home To Abbey” and the soundtrack 
for the theatre piece “Where The Blood Mixes,” is set for 
release in 2010. 

JC Campbell is a soulful vocalist who describes his 
music as a mix of roots, blues, and country with a touch 
of rock. Campbell earned multiple award nominations last 
year for his latest release entitled “Lazy James.”

Mark Carter has been the Artistic Director for DSR 
Productions for the last 19 years. He is a local Director, 
Technician and Actor and has enjoyed working with the 
Talking Stick Festival this season.

Nyla Carpentier was born in Ottawa, Ontario, and is of 
the Tahltan Nation. She is also of French and Scottish 
decent. Since the age of three Nyla has been involved 
with the performing arts through dance as a native 
powwow dancer. Her goals are to blend both her passions 
of dance and theatre as well as pursue a multifaceted 
career in the arts.

yvonne Chartrand is a Manitoba Métis. As Artistic 
Director of Compaigni V’ni Dansi,Yvonne gives workshops 
throughout BC and across Canada. She is a master Métis 
jigger and a choreographer who creates contemporary 
dance theatre telling Métis stories. Chartrand presented 
Stories from St. Laurent at the Firehall in April 2009.

byron Chief-Moon (Contemporary Dance) is from the 
Blood Tribe and Samson Cree Nation of southern Alberta. 
Byron has appeared in many film, stage and television 
productions nationally and internationally as actor and 
dancer. His last stage actor performance was in the 
role of ‘David Joe’ in the production Ecstasy of Rita Joe 
produced by the Fire Hall Arts Centre in Vancouver.

Lincoln Clarkes The story is in the photograph, Clarkes 
insists. Clarkes enrolled in Emily Carr Institute originally to 
study painting before he switched to photography.

Compaigni V’ni Dansi is the only company in Canada to 
teach and perform Traditional Métis and contemporary 
dance, creating a unique form of expression. Led by 
Artistic Director Yvonne Chartrand, the company is excited 
to share the stories and culture of the Métis for Aboriginal 
and Mainstream Audiences.

Gregory Coyes is an award-winning film-maker, writer, 
and teacher. He has directed programs for all the major 
television networks in Canada and his work has aired 
internationally. A graduate of Yale university, Greg is a 
guitar player, songwriter, and the proud father of two 
boys, Sam and Jackson.

Ryan Cunningham is a proud Metis and co-founder 
of Alberta Aboriginal Arts in Edmonton as an actor; the 

Ecstasy Of Rita Joe (National Arts Centre), Stretching 
Hide (Theatre Projects Manitoba), urinetown: The Musical 
(Firehall Arts Centre), Dreary & Izzy, Death Of A Chief, 
Weesageechak XXII, XVII, XVI, XV, XIV (Native Earth 
Performing Arts).

Coyote brothers Together they are a hilarious comedy 
trio with guests: Duane Howard completed the Aboriginal 
Film Program at Capilano College in 2008. He and Curtis 
Ahenakew started a theatre program at the Vancouver 
Aboriginal Center in 2005 while instructing, directing 
and performing. Sam bob has performed in professional 
plays, appeared in numerous television shows and has 
co-directed plays. 

Dakhká Khwáan Dancers - Tagish/Tlingit Based in 
Carcross, Yukon, the group consists of members from the 
First Nations of Carcross/Tagish, the Kwanlin Dun and 
the Vuntut Gwitchen, and the Teslin Tlingit Council. Dakka 
Kwaan brings their traditional stories to life through 
dramatization, song, dance, drumming, storytelling and 
multi-media. The Dakka Kwaan Dancers inspire the 
community to reclaim our traditional values by singing the 
songs of our ancestors.

Dancers of Damelahamid are a traditional Gitksan 
dance group originally from the Skeena River in 
Northwestern, BC. They present masked dance, story, and 
song belonging to Simoiget Hagbegwatku, the highest 
ranking chief of the Dakhumhast House.

Marie-Josée Dandeneau (MJ) is one of the hardest-
working freelance musicians (for studio work and touring) 
in this part of the world. She is a French Metis Canadian 
multi-instrumental musician from St-Boniface, Manitoba. 
Specializing in upright bass and electric fretless bass, 
she reflects her French Canadian and Métis heritage in 
her playing.

Marian J. Desjarlais Navajo from White Mesa/ Wilcat 
Peak Arizona, uSA, is a Dine’. Raised by her grandparents 
from an infant. Dine’ is her first lanuage. She has a 
Computer Science and Accounting Degree from Northern 
Arizona university, and now lives in Canada.

Cris Derksen (Cree) is a classically trained Canadian 
cellist, melding hip-hop, rock, folk, country, and all other 
music. using a loop station, effect pedals and her voice 
layering spoken word and melodies, Cris constructs 
a song form uncharted for most classical players 
and creates an inspiring multi-dimensional auditory 
experience. 

Digging Roots are artists coming into their own, 
reinventing themselves and their own brand of groove 
heavy rock, roots, and blues. Building on the success 
of their first full-length studio recording ‘Seeds’ (which 
garnered several awards, and a staggering 17 award 
nominations including a Juno nod) they released ‘We Are’ 
in October 2009. 

Tanja Dixon-Warren (freelance actor and producer).
Credits includes the smash hit Tony n/ Tina’s Wedding, 
the Jessie Awards & MAS Theatre Conference. She is 
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the Artistic Producer of Hoarse Raven Theatre and the 
president of the Greater Vancouver Professional Theatre 
Alliance. 

Tracey Draper has performed since the age of six as a 
classically trained pianist and dancer. Tracey continued 
training at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s Summer 
Professional Programme. As a DJ, she has worked for 
the past decade in Vancouver. A versatile composer, who 
writes Dance Remixes, Funk, RnB, Jazz, Electronica, 
Classical and New Age music and has worked on several 
films since as a sound designer. She’s made tracks for 
APTN’s Digital Drum and Artsayer’s projects and has 
written a full length Electronic Opera for theatre. 

Marilyn Dumont is an award-winning poet who has been 
the Writer-in-Residence at several Canadian universities 
and libraries. She teaches creative writing for Athabasca 
university, while working on her fourth manuscript in 
which she explores Métis history, politics and identity 
through her ancestral figure, Gabriel Dumont. 

First Ladies Crew (FLC) formed in 2007, consists of 13 
members with various backgrounds in Visual Arts, Dance, 
Graphic Design, Graffiti, Singing, and Rapping. Many 
are multi-talented and disciplined. These young women 
women hail from all across BC, and come together in 
support of one another. FLC represents  members such as 
JB the 1st Lady, Rapsure Risin (Numinous and Apt Exact), 
Christie Lee, Dani & Lizzy (previously known as Genetics), 
Inez, Girl23, and many more! Whether it’s one member or 
ten, their show is always full of energy and talent! With 
many opportunities ahead of them, this crew will be one 
to watch out for! 

Floyd Favel is a theatre and dance director, playwright 
and essayist. His work has been presented at The 
National Museum of the American Indian, The Denver Art 
Museum, the National Arts Centre, and the Canada Dance 
Festival. His dramas and essays have been published in 
Native Peoples Magazine, Isuma Publications, The Globe 
and Mail, Coteau Books, Playwrights Canada Press.

Christine Sokaymoh Frederick has been Métis/Cree 
Edmonton-based actor, writer, dancer, producer for over 
25 years in theatre, film and television. She has co-wrote/
starred in Flint and Feather: Takahionwake, The Story of 
E. Pauline Johnson, both Walterdale’s production of The 
Rez Sisters by Tomson Highway, where she was also 
cultural advisor, and producing Edmonton’s 2006 Fringe 
The Rez Sisters. She also aired in December 2008 on the 
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network’s Mixed Blessings. 
She is the receipient of the 2007 Esquao Award in Arts & 
Entertainment.

Wesley A. Hardisty, now sixteen, took up the fiddle just 
three years ago. His extraordinary musical talent has 
taken him all over the North and from coast to coast. He’s 
played at the Arctic Winter Games, Folk on the Rocks, 
Open Sky Festival, spiritual gatherings, and numerous 
fiddle camps across Canada. His passion is Northern, 
Métis and West Coast fiddle music and he is always 
exploring new instruments and musical genres. 

Christine Germano is a photographer, bookmaker, 
curator and educator who has documented Indigenous 
communities for the past ten years. Her 2003 Artist-In-
Residence project Through Our Eyes© has continued 
throughout various schools and communities world wide. 
In response to the project’s success Christine created 
the Constant Arts Society, aimed at creating artistic 
experiences for all ages. This past year Christine worked 
with youth in the Arctic on a climate change project with 
Many Strong Voices, a program coordinated by uNEP/
GRID.

The Git Hayetsk Dancers are Vancouver based, and have 
been performing as a group since 1999. The dancers are 
from many different nations, including Tsimshian, Nisga’a, 
Gitxsan, Haida, Tlingit and Haisla. This group takes pride 
in the fact that only traditional hand-made regalia, masks, 
skin and box drums are used to perform their ancient and 
contemporary songs and dances.

Leanne Goose is a country/rock singer/ songwriter 
originally from Inuvik, Northwest Territories. Leanne 
Goose’s style is a unique mix of Classic Country with that 
unforgettable edge of Elvis styled Rock n’ Roll infused 
beats that flow through her powerhouse voice. 

Grandma Susie and Grandpa Charlie this First Nations 
comedy duo was created in 2000. Sharon Shorty and 
Duane Ghastant’ Aucoin are both Tlingit and hail from 
Teslin Tlingit First Nation in the Yukon Territory. Whether 
sharing traditional stories or songs or talking about 
current events, “Susie and Charlie” are able to make 
crowds of all ages laugh out loud.

Inuvialuit Drummers and Dancers (Inuvik) was brought 
together in 1989 inspired by the elders of the original 
Mackenzie Delta Drummers and Dancers. Members range 
in age from five to eighty-three. 

Iskwew (pronounced is-kway-yo, meaning “woman” 
in Cree) is based in Vancouver. They perform and create 
songs in the Plains, West Coast, and Northern Interior 
Traditions.

Lisa Jackson is Anishinaabe and lives in Vancouver. Her 
first short film “Suckerfish” screened at over 60 festivals 
and aired in Canada on CBC, APTN, and Knowledge 
Network. Her award-winning 2007 documentary 
“Reservation Soldiers” premiered on CTV’s current affairs 
show “W5 Presents.” She won the 2004 ImagineNATIVE 
Alliance Atlantis Mentorship award and the 2005 
Vancouver Arts Award for Emerging Media Artist. She 
studied film at Simon Fraser university and has taught 
digital storytelling to native youth through the NFB’s “Our 
World” program. 

Wab Kinew is a lyricist and music producer who’s first 
single “If this was right,” was nominated for Best Music 
Video at the 2008 CAMA and 2008 APCMA.

Kaiva meaning “to spin”, is made up of young talented 
performers from various communities around Nunavut 
and led by Lil*Bear, a professional break dancer for over 
10 years. Kaiva seeks to preserve and express Inuit 
culture by interpreting it through the art of break-dancing. 
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To add a little Inuit fusion to the mix, they incorporate Inuit 
throatsinging into their performances. 

Margo Kane Internationally acclaimed Cree-Saulteaux 
performing artist, Margo Kane is the Founder and 
Artistic Managing Director of Full Circle: First Nations 
Performance. For almost 40 years she has been 
recognized as an artist, producer and manager as 
well as an active mentor and community development 
worker for many Aboriginal communities. Moonlodge, 
her acclaimed one-woman show, an Aboriginal Canadian 
classic, has toured for over 10 years nationally and 
internationally. The Sydney Press (Au) during The Festival 
of the Dreaming praised it as being ‘in the top echelon 
of solo performance.’ She founded the annual Talking 
Stick Festival and an Aboriginal Ensemble Performing Arts 
Training Program in Vancouver where she lives. She has 
received various awards, nominations and recognition 
for her performances for TV, film and stage most recently 
in 2009 from the union of BC Performers, the ‘Lorena 
Gale Woman of Distinction’ award; a 2009 Jessie 
Theatre Award for Best Supporting Actress (“Where the 
Blood Mixes”); a 2007 Leo Award from BC Film for Best 
Supporting Female (‘Unnatural & Accidental’). Presently 
she is on a Canadian tour with the award-winning “Where 
the Blood Mixes” now at the Firehall Arts Centre in 
Vancouver for the 2010 Cultural Olympiad.

Jason Krowe, of Cree/Czech/Irish hertiage hailing out of 
Saskatchewan, is a multi-disciplined storyteller who is 
excited to be a part of this year’s Talking Stick Festival.

Richard Lafferty hails from Hay River, Richard has 
served as an icon of Metis culture and an accomplished 
fiddler. Lafferty formed the group NWT Metis Wheelers. 
He has played at the 1985 Canada Summer Games, 
Vancouver Expo, to launch television station TVNC (now 
APTN), and also the Royal visit to Yellowknife in 1994. 
Recognized as one of the NWT’s best fiddlers, Richard has 
been awarded the Order of the Sash by the Métis Nation 
for his contributions to Métis music and dance.

David Larocque is a versatile guitarist who has worked 
on the Winnipeg music scene for over 25 years. His roots 
are steeped in the traditions of his French-Canadian and 
Métis heritage. He has performed with the Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra, the Winnipeg Jazz Orchestra as 
well as Winnipeg’s premier show band, the Ron Paley 
Big Band.

Wayne Lavallee both defines and transcends his genre 
at the same time. His music walks a path between Led 
Zeppelin and Robbie Robertson and rides a trail from 
rock anthems and country/folk storytelling to Aboriginal 
chants thousands of years old. All of this is delivered 
with Wayne’s haunting melodic approach to create a 
contemporary take on old world Native mysticism. 

Le-La-La Dancers For over 20 years the Le-La-La 
Dancers have been sharing their Kwakwaka’wakw 
culture worldwide. Le-La-La means “travelling from here 
to there” and was formed by George Taylor under the 
guidance of numerous chiefs and elders.

David MacMurray Smith (Friends of the Indians) 
has worked professionally in theatre, ballet, opera, 
mime and clown, as a creator, performer, director, 
choreographer, and as an educator over the last 28 years. 
He is a movement specialist, body worker, creative and 
performance consultant, and an experienced counsellor 
who has taught at several universities. 

Howie Miller One of Canada’s top stand-up acts, Howie 
Miller has been wowing audiences the world over for 
more than 10 years. As one of the nations few Native 
American comedians, Howie has performed at all the 
major Canadian comedy festivals and can also be seen 
on the Comedy Network in his own half hour Comedy 
Now special.

Michelle Olson Michelle is a member of the Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in First Nation and the Artistic Director of Raven 
Spirit Dance.Her work as a performer and creator 
embrace dance, choreography and theatre and she is 
deeply rooted in her passion for telling the stories we 
hold in our bodies. Choreographic credits include George 
Ryga’s The Ecstasy of Rita Joe, and The Death of a Chief. 
Her new work, Gathering Light, will premiere at Dancing 
on the Edge 2010. Michelle is the president of Indigenous 
Performing Arts Alliance.

Meewasin Oma is an award winning traditional singing 
group from the Red Pheasant Reserve in Saskatchewan. 
Performing prayer and healing songs from the Native 
American Church, they were recently honored with being 
nominated for a Native American Music Award in the 
Native Church category.

Gia Nahmens is a graduate of uBC, where she came to 
study theatre 6 years ago from Venezuela. Selected works 
include: Tony and Tina’s Wedding, Wild Rose (Fringe 2008/
Bumpershoot 2009), The Honeymoon (Pick of the Fringe 
2009), Back to You: The Life and Music of Lucille Starr, 
Edward Curtis Project (Production Manager, Presentation 
House). I would like to thank my family and friends for 
their constant support.

barrie Nighswander (‘Friends of the Indians’) is a 
guitarist extraordinaire, began his career at an early age 
as co-founder of Tacoy Ryde. Versatility and technical 
prowess in his flawless playing make Nighswander an 
in-demand guitarist and session player. He has toured 
Canada extensively with Tacoy Ryde who have shared 
the stage with well-known Jamaican groups Third World 
Band and Steel Pulse. He has toured Germany with Cori 
Brewster and continues to perform with Big Hank and a 
Fist Full of Blues, Al Brant and The Broke Ensemble.

Neal E. Nolan Winnipeg born, Vancouver exile, Creative 
Business Solutions, artist, illustrator, designer, and bon 
vivant. Nolan’s keen understanding for marketing, creative 
development and direction derives from an involved 
consideration for sociology and identity design. Available 
for birthday parties, weddings, bar mitzvahs etc.

Nunatsiavut Drum Dancers (formerly known as the 
Kilautik Drummers) were formed in the late 1990s as a 
school exercise to revive drumming in Northern Labrador. 

B IOGRAPHIES
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Dancing in a variety of styles from Greenland and 
Nunavut that were studied in the revitalization stages of 
Labrador drumming; the drummers also perform dances 
that compliment traditional Inuit songs and stories, 
representing the cultural revitalization of Inuit culture, 
youth empowerment, and pride in the new Inuit region of 
Nunatsiavut.

Ostwelve (Os12 a.k.a. Ron Dean Harris), was born in the 
Coast Salish - Sto:lo Territory of British Columbia. Os was 
experimenting with the art form of Hip-hop by the age of 
12, got his first song on the radio at 14 and went on to be 
one of youngest radio hosts in Canada. He landing a lead 
character role and music composition credits on the APTN 
dramatic series “Moccasin Flats” and movie of the week: 
“Moccasin Flats: Redemption” receiving several Best 
Actor nominations. He has shared the stage with acts 
such as Coolio, Snoop Dogg, Guru, K’naan, Masta Ace, 
Living Legends, Abstract Rude, Swollen Members, Moka 
Only, Litefoot, Rez Official, Digging Roots and Kinnie Starr.

Pacific Curls are an unprecedented combination of 
Fiddle, ukulele, Maori traditional instruments, Cajons, 
Guitar, Stomp Peddles, Percussion and Vocals. With lyrics 
in Maori, Rotuman and English, these three talented 
artists unfold a new direction for fusion World Music. 
Kim Halliday has reinvented herself with her virtuosic 
ukulele performances and multi-instrumental expertise. 
Her song writing is the inspiration for the band; long time 
fiddle player Sarah Beattie’s fast and inventive tradition to 
her signature ‘bass’ chops reflects her deep connection 
to Scottish music; Ora Barlow explores the crossing 
of global and cultural lines with the musical skills of 
percussion, ukulele and Taonga Puoro – traditional Maori 
instruments. 

Pow Wow Rhythm Dancers Featuring the rhythm of the 
dynamic drum group Love Medicine, these dancers from 
the Vancouver Friendship Centre bring their light step and 
style to the stage. Hosted by renowned Powwow MC Ray 
Thunderchild.

Shyama-Priya Singh has been sharing her passion for 
fancy dancing for over 11years. Her dance represents the 
butterfly, the dance of transformation. She completed two 
years with Margo Kane’s Full Circle Ensemble Program. 
Being a blend herself of East Indian, Cree, Icelandic, 
and Celtic she also likes to blend the fancy dance with 
different musical genres. She has performed at various 
events through out the lower mainland and has also 
traveled to show case fancy dancing, as well as teaching 
Pow Wow dancing within her community. 

Red Sky This Toronto-based company was founded by 
Artistic Director Sandra Laronde and  is renowned for 
its artistry and innovation and creating, producing and 
touring original work for adult and family audiences on 
local, national and international stages. Their production 
Tono is  featured in the Vancouver 2010 Cultural 
Olympiad.

Dustin Rivers brings to life a large format 
two-dimensional rendering of local indigenous traditional 
culture, A multimedia and multidisciplinary artist, Rivers 
layers projection and sound to evoke messages of 
presence of his people, ancestors, and untold histories 
of the land known as Vancouver. Rivers uses traditional 
Coast Salish iconography to provide a framing for a 
story, but then uses contemporary tactics inspired by 
the Wooster Collective to explore unknown moments of 
history of his ancestral homeland through time-based 
elements. 

Alejandro Ronceria Born in Bogotá, Colombia, Alejandro 
Ronceria (Suesca/ Sogamoso) trained in ballet in 
Colombia and later studied and danced in New York and 
the Soviet union. He danced with the Karen Jamieson 
Dance Company in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
before moving to Toronto, where he collaborated with 
Rene Highway and Raoul Trujillo. Currently based in 
Toronto, Ronceria continues to work independently as a 
choreographer and teacher all over Canada, the united 
States and South America. Ronceria co-founded the 
Aboriginal Dance Training and Performance Program 
at Banff in 1996. Currently based in Toronto, Ronceria 
continues to work independently as a choreographer and 
teacher all over Canada, the united States and South 
America.

Sister Says, based in Vancouver, are the brother and 
sister duo Gillian and Robert Thomson who write, arrange 
and perform in their all original band. They create a sound 
that is completely unique. In 2008 Sister Says were 
invited to help kick off celebrations for the Beijing 2008 
Olympic Games. Sister Says is set to release their debut 
album this year and are preparing their summer tour. 

Sandy Scofield is Metis/Cree/Saulteaux artist/
composer based in Vancouver. She has been performing 
professionally since 1986 and hails from four generations 
of fiddlers and singers. She is described as “a complex 
artist who can effortlessly move from century’s old 
Aboriginal vocal styles to satiny pop to robust rhythm & 
blues and rock. 

Anna Marie Sewell is an Edmonton writer who performs 
theatre, prose and song. A Status Indian by Canadian 
government standards, Sewell sees her heritage as far 
more complex and varied. Suite: Fifth World Drum is her 
first book-length collection of poetry. 

Soul Paua, a New Zealand based band, write and 
perform some of the best original Polynesian and Maori 
acoustic grooves. After years of members individually 
writing and performing together, often for professional 
Maori theatre Soul Paua formed in 2001. They perform as 
either an acoustic quartet or full electric six-piece. Soul 
Paua’s founding members are from Samoan and Maori 
backgrounds. In 2003 Soul Paua’s album ‘Pohewa - The 
Dreamer’ was nominated for a New Zealand Music 
Award. Band members: Jerry banse (vocals and guitar), 
Maurice banse (vocals and guitar), Turei Reedy (bass), 
Jonas Widjaya (guitar and keyboard) 
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Spakwus Slulem (Eagle Song Dancers) are members 
of the Squamish Nation. Their colourful history speaks of 
legend and deeds of the Smylaith Tribe (Sasquatch), and 
of the Animal Kingdom (The Raven, Seagull and Sun).

Nadine Spence sees clothing as an art form. Her designs 
are strongly influenced by her upbringing in the culture 
of the Nlakapamux/Secwepemc people (Thompson or 
Shuswap). A graduate of the university of Fraser Valley 
Fashion Design program and winner of The Most Creative 
award (2002), she was chosen from her class to compete 
in the Smirnoff (Toronto) fashion showcase. Her wearable 
art speaks for itself, again all natural fabrics and dyes and 
recycled materials.

Ruthie Sumiko Tabata has worked behind the scenes 
with the Talking Stick since 2005 to celebrate the talented 
multi-cultural aboriginal cultures of Canada. She produces 
local events, productions and festivals.

Team Rezofficial is a family of three MCs & two 
producers brought together by their love of real hip hop. 
The varied life experiences of each member of Team 
Rezofficial are represented in the music. Hellnback, 
Stomp, and Jay Mak all hail from the First Nations 
surrounding Hobbema, Alberta, while Drezus represents 
Saskatoon and Calgary, and Tomislav comes straight from 
the gritty streets of Winnipeg. “The World [And Everything 
in It]” represents Team Rezofficial’s fourth release and 
second full-length CD.

Gillian Thomson is a dedicated 22 year old singer 
of Haida descent. By age 16 she already was playing 
all the major Blues venues in Vancouver with family 
band, Intellifunk. When Gillian isn’t busy performing 
with Sister Says she also performs jazz standards. She 
was nominated “Best Female Vocalist” at the Canadian 
Aboriginal Music Awards in 2005. In 2006 Intellifunk won 
the “Best Blues Album” award at the Aboriginal People’s 
Choice Awards and garnered several nominations at the 
Canadian Aboriginal Music. 

Jamie Thomson (‘Friends of the Indians’ - Guitar) 
achieves his tone and sounds of many colours on the 
guitar without the use of pedals. It wasn’t till he had 
his own children that he discovered and honed the 
framework of his songwriting and melodic techniques, 
playing with his family R & B band, Intellifunk which 
was nominated for many music awards and at the El 
Macombo, Rogers Centre and Vancouver International 
Jazz Festival. Jamie has go on to play with Jamie’s Allstar 
Band and has co-written several songs on Michelle 
Bardach’s CD, Songbird.

Rob Thomson (‘Friends of the Indians’ – Bass) Multi 
talented and of Haida descent, Robert’s diverse bass 
playing has seen him cross a variety of genres and styles 
playing with Sister Says (Soul), Intellifunk (R&B), Bitterly 
Divine (Rock) and One Human Race (African/World). 
Robert has toured across Canada, in the uSA and China. 
During his travels Robert produced, performed, composed 
and garnered a number of film and TV credits. 

Ray G. Thunderchild was born on the Thunderchild 

First Nations reservation in Saskatchewan, where his 
childhood education was based on the traditional ways 
and styles of singing pow-wow. For the past 50 years, 
Ray has dedicated his life to carrying on the family 
tradition, and has gained tremendous recognition 
travelling the “Pow-wow Trail” throughout North America. 

Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal Wolf Pack) is a newly formed 
Traditional song and dance group based out of Musqueam 
BC. Their name was chosen to represent many First 
Nations under the Coast Salish territory.

Tzo’kam comes from the Lil’wat Nation and sings songs 
taught to them by family matriarch Flora Wallace. The 
group has performed at many festivals in Canada and 
the united States since forming in 1997. Besides singing 
traditional songs the group has created new songs based 
on the music traditions of Salish peoples.

Jobie Weetaluktuk is a writer, an editor, a broadcaster 
and a filmmaker. His first documentary film, urban Inuk 
(Igloolik Isuma Productions, 2005), aired on APTN and 
played in over 20 festivals around the world. His second 
documentary umiaq Skin Boat, premiered at Hot Docs 
International Documentary Film Festival in 2008.

Wonderbolt is a cosmopolitan, innovative blend of 
Newfoundland’s comic and theatrical traditions combined 
with highly polished international circus arts and the 
dazzling artistry of Aboriginal dance and drumming. 
Ringmastered by Beni Malone, a master clown with thirty 
years experience it is populated with aerial hoop artists, 
world champion hoop dancing, ring jugglers, sparkling 
spinning plates, Diablo, cart wheeling acrobats, unicyclists 
and more, all captured inside a magical circus ring.

Sheldon yamkovy is of Chippewa and Norwegian 
heritage. He is a trained men’s, traditional Grass 
Dancer and has performed at numerous festivals and 
conferences. Sheldon has a substantial acting resume, 
with principle roles in numerous BC film productions. 

FULL CIRCLE PROJECTS
Our Website - www.fullcircle.ca

Our website serves the Aboriginal and Arts community. 
If you are an Aboriginal artist or arts organization you 
can submit your biography or company profile and post 
your upcoming events to the National Aboriginal Arts 
Calendar.

Also on our website you can easily sign up to become 
a Full Circle member to receive our newsletter; make 
online donations, and learn about our programs, 
workshops, performances, artists, employment and 
volunteer opportunities as well as view photos and 
video of our touring shows.
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THANK yOUS

We would also like to thank
Fratelli Bakery, Terra Breads, Starbucks and urban Native Youth Association (uNYA)

And our media sponsors Global TV, KVOS TV and The Georgia Straight.

Touring
Full Circle currently tours two shows from its repertoire: 
Confessions of an Indian Cowboy and The River Home. 
These productions make their way across Canada and 
internationally. Sharing skills, information, forming new 
collaborations and understanding between audiences in 
a global context are just some of the ways we hope to 
inspire an appreciation of Aboriginal performing arts to 
our growing audiences.

Ensemble Training Program
Created in 2002 by Margo Kane and led by program 
director, David MacMurray Smith, this two-year 
training program is generously funded through the 
National Arts Training Contribution Program of Canadian 
Heritage. The program promotes the development of 
professional Aboriginal artists who are attuned to, and 
rooted in, their traditions, who can explore their art and 
their voice with a range of performance techniques 
(traditional and modern), who will contribute to a robust 
contemporary Aboriginal artistic practice in Canada 
and internationally, and who will practice their art to a 
standard of excellence. Past graduates who have been 
featured at the Talking Stick Festival have gone on to 
launch their own theatre companies and create exciting 
new works, including: Kevin Loring and Stuart Pierre 
(The Savage Society); yvonne Chartrand (Compaigni 
V’ni Dansi) Lisa C. Ravensbergen (Cheyikwe 
Performance) and Michelle Olson (Raven Spirit Dance) 
and Tasha Faye Evans.

FULL CIRCLE & 
TALKING STICK FESTIVAL TEAM
Artistic Managing Director: Margo Kane
Project Coordinator: Tanja Dixon-Warren

Associate Producer: Ruthie Sumiko Tabata
Administrative Assistant: Nyla Carpentier
Artistic Associates: Lisa C. Ravensbergen, Floyd Favel
Artistic Interns: Nyla Carpentier, Joanne Johnston
Community Outreach: Ray Thunderchild, 
Daina Ashbee 
Sponsorship Outreach Coordinator: Neal Nolan
Fundraising and Sponsorship: brian Pattersen
Computer and IT Consultant: David Archer
Graphic Design: Corporate Graphics
Website: Atef Abdelkefi 
Publicity: bonnie Allan, bridge Communications
Volunteer Coordinator: Valri Wright
Production Manager: Mark Carter
Stage Manager (Roundhouse): Gia Nahmens
Venue Manager (Brittania): Maria Alexakis
Box Offi ce and Front of House Manager Box Offi ce 
Manager: Lisa Aasebo 
Transportation/Production Assistant: 
barrie Nighswander
Training Program Director: David MacMurray-Smith
Trainers: Tasha Faye Evans, Michelle Olson, 
Lisa C. Ravensbergen, Sheila Langston

Full Circle: First Nations Performance
106-04, Great Northern Way, Vancouver, BC V5T 1E2
604.683 .0497 phone
604.683 .8953 fax
info@fullcircle.ca email
www.fullcircle.ca web

board of Directors:
Michael Huppe, President
Alannah young, Vice President
Doreen Sinclair, Secretary Treasurer
Woodrow Morrison, Director
Greg Coyes, Director

Constant Arts Society
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