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Welcome to the 2020 Talking Stick Festival, 
proudly presented on the traditional 
unceded territories of the Coast Salish 
People.  Our theme, Chén̓chenstway, 
“upholding each other, lifting each other up” 
reminds us to support all of our contributors 
to this annual event. It reminds us to 
acknowledge the efforts and contributions, 
both on and off stage, of everyone who 
continues to support artistic practice within 
our communities for the betterment of all of 
us!  This festival of extraordinary Indigenous 
performance and art features some of the 
best emerging and established Indigenous 
artists Turtle Island has to offer. It provides 
a stage for artists from a variety of artistic 
expressions – theatre, storytelling, writing, 
music, spoken word, dance, and visual arts. 

Chén̓chenstway 
(upholding each other, 
lifting each other up) 
Festival Welcome

It celebrates the traditional  
performance of many communities, as well 
as the contemporary and interdisciplinary 
work of Indigenous creators.

This year also sees the return our Industry 
Series, a gathering of presenters, artists 
and community members from across 
Turtle Island and the world who are working 
to move forward the future of contemporary 
Indigenous performing arts. These talented 
artists join others whose careers are 
just emerging. All share a passion for the 
creative spirit – and a belief in the power 
of artistic expression to illuminate, renew, 
and transform. It is the talent and hard work 
of these artists that bring to life ancient 
stories, and point us towards roads not yet 
traveled. We welcome you and invite you to 
take in all our festival has to offer. Thank 
you for joining us on this exciting journey. 

Wey chewx yu, Margo Kane  
Artistic Managing Director  
Full Circle: First Nations Performance.

Illustration and creative direction: Ta7talíya Michelle Nahanee, Squamish, Nahanee Creative Inc.

Cultural teachings and consultation: Chepximiya Siyam’ Chief Janice George and Skwetsimeltxw Willard ‘Buddy’ Joseph, 
Squamish, L’hen Awtxw Weaving House
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RISING — Chén̓chenstway
Visual Arts Exhibit
Curated by Richard Heikkilä-Sawan

We are here, pressed into time and the land, even when you 
enforce our absence. —artist Whess Harman.   

RISING: going up, increasing, or sloping upward; (of a bird) 

depicted with the wings open but not fully displayed, as if 

preparing for flight; an armed protest against authority; a 

revolt. The notion of RISING is at once simple and complex. 

In the spirit of upholding each other, lifting each other up, we 

embark upon a journey. It is this journey that the exhibition 

“RISING: Chén̓chenstway” invokes.

I have gathered Indigenous visual artists of varying 

disciplines working with paint, textiles, sculpture and 

multimedia. As we learn about their truth through swipes of 

acrylic or oil, the warp and weft of yarn, or even projected 

pixels, their stories become apparent—we are implicated. 

We are upheld!

Upholding each other, lifting each other up—RISING—we soar 
in full view; our enforced absence forever vanquished. We are 
here!  —Richard Heikkilä-Sawan

Feb 18–29  

Exhibit  
Free

Feb 18, 7:30pm  
Opening Reception  
By donation

Feb 22, 1pm  
Curator Talk  
Free

Roundhouse  
Exhibition Hall 
181 Roundhouse Mews
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The Talking Stick Festival’s opening gala is an evening of 

great entertainment and celebration!

Come gather with us at the Rising — Chén̓chenstway Visual 

Arts Exhibit to sample a selected showcase of 2020 festival 

performers while enjoying a buffet dinner. 

This year’s gala performances feature storyteller and writer 

Joseph Dandurand, M’Girl ’s hand drum songs, Mortal Coil 

and Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal Wolfpack), and the dynamic 

Louis Riel Métis Dancers. 

Join in and celebrate the launch of the 19th year of Western 

Canada’s premiere Indigenous Arts festival! 

Feb 20, 7pm

Roundhouse  
Exhibition Hall 

 181 Roundhouse Mews

Adult: $45 
Elder/Senior (55+): $35 

Student: $35 
Youth (6-11):  $10 

Child under 6: Free 
Plus service chg. & tax

talkingstickfest.ca

Wa× hoks en Shqalawin 
(Open Your Hearts) 
Opening Gala 
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In the heart of America, the language of the bodies follows 
a tortuous path.

In a mesmerizing performance midway between dance and 
theatre, two Indigenous artists from Mexico, of Nahua and 
Mixteco descent, share their quest for identity by drawing 
on their cultures and the history of their ancestors. Tlakentli 
considers the issue of identity in relation to migrations and 
explores the myth of our original elegance.

Presented in the three colonial languages: French, English  
and Spanish, as well as in Nahuatl. 
Produced by Productions Ondinnok, Québec 

Tlakentli
Dance-Theatre Feb 21,  

7:30pm 

Feb 22, 23  
2pm & 7:30pm  

Roundhouse 
Performance Centre
181 Roundhouse Mews 

Adult: $30
Elder/Senior (55+): $15 
Student: $15
Youth (6-11): $10
Child under 6: Free
Plus service chg. & tax
 
talkingstickfest.ca
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Isitwendam (Ojibwe): Something like an understanding. 

Feeling the sacred dance of action and responsibility.  

One can only acknowledge their part.

Does healing have an expiry date?

Through selected writings, personal experiences, interviews 

with survivors, as well as alternating views from other 

Canadians, Isitwendam examines the collateral damage 

of the Residential School system through a one-person 

multidisciplinary theatrical exploration. 

In a fusion of western and Indigenous storytelling that 

includes ancient Indigenous Sign Language, drumming, 

dance, and song, this powerful, heart-wrenching yet 

humorous theatrical production explores various 

perspectives of atrocity and the steps we all need to take to 

find Isitwendam.

Isitwendam  
(An Understanding)

Feb 26, 27, 28,  
1pm & 7:30pm 

Feb 29, 2pm

Roundhouse Performance 
Centre

181 Roundhouse Mews

Adult: $25
Elder/Senior (55+): $15 

Student: $15
Youth (6-11): $10

Child under 6: Free
Plus service chg. & tax

talkingstickfest.ca

A 15-minute Talkback follows all performances.  
A Bound to Create Theatre Production in Association  
with Native Earth Performing Arts

By Meegwun Fairbrother. A Bound to Create Theatre Production in 
Association  with Native Earth Performing Arts
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Step it Up with Nyla 
Carpentier
Fun, high-energy and open to all ages - join 
Nyla for an interactive dance circle as she 
shares the history and beauty of the Fancy 
Shawl dance. 1pm

Our Creation Story
Mortal Coil and Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal Wolf 
Pack). Based on a Tsartlip creation legend 
passed down orally by the Paul family, 
Tsatsu Stalqayu has woven a rich tapestry of 
original songs, dances, masks, puppets and 
storytelling that celebrates and honours the 
earth that we walk upon - all its creatures, 
the land, the sea and the sky.  2pm  

Produced by Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal Wolfpack) 
in partnership with Mortal Coil Performance.

Tee-Pee Theatre
Wander from tee-pee to tee-pee to hear a 
rich array of traditional First Nation stories. 
Young performers wearing traditional 
regalia sit inside each tee-pee to recount 
these tales in their own way and words 
through drumming, theatre, storytelling, 
movement and mask work.  12pm (noon) 
Tee-Pee Theatre is performed by Grandview and 
Quilchena Elementary School students, directed 
by Terri-Lyn Storey.

Jessica McMann
“Telling stories using dances”. Hoop Dance 
is a healing dance and a storytelling dance. 
Acclaimed Calgary-based Cree musician, 
dancer and choreographer, Jessica McMann 
performs traditional and contemporary 
styles of hoop dance to share vibrant, 
engaging and family-friendly stories. 1pm

Sing, Dance, Tell Me A Story!  
(Family Fun Day) 
Come spend your Family Day holiday with Talking Stick! All shows are all-ages, either for 
or by youth, and showcase the stories, ideas and talents of Indigenous young people. 

Feb 17, 12–3pm  The Cultch Historic Theatre, 1895 Venables St.  Pay-What-You-Can
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Th’owxiya:  
The Hungry Feast Dish
 

“When you take something from the earth,  
you must give something back.”

Indigenous storytellers spin a tale from the 
Kwantlen First Nations Village of Squa’lets about 
Th’owxiya, an old and powerful spirit that has 
developed a taste for children. When Th’owxiya 
catches a hungry mouse named Kw’atel stealing a 
piece of cheese from her mouth, she demands he 
finds two child spirits for her to eat - or else she 
will eat Kw’atel’s whole family. With the help of the 
Sqeweqs (Raven), two Spa:th (bears), and Sasq’ets 
(sasquatch), Kw’at’el sets forth on an intense 
journey for knowledge and forgiveness. 

Suitable for ages 4+ and families.  
By Axis Theatre. Written by Joseph A. Dandurand. 

Feb 18, 10:30am & 1pm  
Feb 19 & 20, 10am & 1pm  
February 21, 10am
The Cultch Historic Theatre. 1895 Venables St.
Suggested donation: Adult: $15, Student: $6 
To book tickets: culture@fullcircle.ca 

Feb 22, 2pm
Musqueam Community Centre, Main Gym
4000 Musqueam Ave.
Pay-What-You-Can

UNYA’s 
#Indigenuity: 
Concrete 
Smudge
For more than a decade, UNYA’s 
Overly Creative Minds (OCM) 
Program has been providing space 
for youth to find and strengthen 
their voice through the arts. 
#Indigenuity: Concrete Smudge 
showcases the tremendous talent 
and work of emerging artists’ from 
the urban Indigenous community. 
From music and fashion to poetry 
and dance, come bear witness to 
what our youth have to say through 
the performing arts!

February 25, 7:30pm
Wise Hall, 1882 Adanac St. at Victoria Dr. 
Pay-What-You-Can
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Celebration of 
Powwow Culture 
Experience an intercultural celebration of 
Indigenous Dance, the creative works of Indigenous 
artisans, and the warmth of Community.

Open to all, the 2020 Talking Stick Powwow weaves 
community together in a fun family-friendly event 
filled with brilliant displays of traditional and 
contemporary dance from across Turtle Island.

Join us in exploring different social dances! Visit 
the artisans and vendors! Experience traditional 
stories with Tee-pee Theatre. Enjoy the music, 
dance and food!

Feb 23, 12–5pm 
(Hall opens at 11am to allow extra  
time to visit the artisans and vendors.)  
Roundhouse Exhibition Hall, 181 Roundhouse Mews
Pay-What-You-Can  

Métis Fair 
It’s an all-ages day of music, dance, food  
and more to celebrate Métis culture! 
This special afternoon includes lively Métis 
tunes played on fiddle and guitar along with 
lessons on how to play the spoons yourself 
and, of course, jigging! Join in participatory 
workshops on carving and finger-weaving, 
and learn about Métis herbs in an exclusive 
and fascinating workshop. Enjoy lively 
performances by the Louis Riel Métis Dancers 
and others.  There’ll be vendors, soup and 
bannock, too. It’s fun for the whole family!

Feb 29, 12–4pm 
Roundhouse Exhibition Hall, 181 Roundhouse Mews 
Pay-What-You-Can
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Matriarchs Uprising 1
Feb 21, 7:30pm 

Same But Different places the artists and 
their work side by side to challenge any 
notion that all Indigenous dance is the same.

Protocols by Henrietta Baird. Baird’s solo 
investigates cultural protocols; questioning 
when to follow cultural law and when to 
break it in order to keep culture alive. 

I’Dentity by Mariaa Randall dissects the 
boundaries of identity and questions who 
gets to draw the line. 

Matriarchs Uprising 2
Feb 22, 7:30pm 

Kiri, by Louise Potiki-Bryant and Paerau 
Corneal. An interdisciplinary performance 
combining dance, sculpture and video - a 
conversation between a dancer and a 
sculptor redefining our mutual knowledge 
of skin and clay, movement and form, 
and concepts of geology, whakapapa 
(genealogy), the sacred and the mundane.

Link, by Aria Evans. A warrior dance about 
the blockades we come across in life, 
focusing on the idea of forging ahead and 
asking the question; “What is my generation 
fighting for or against?”

Matriarchs Uprising
Matriarchs Uprising brings together Indigenous women who are nurturing the art of 

contemporary dance so that it may be appreciated by audiences from all backgrounds. This 
exciting program is themed around identity and features performances by two contemporary 
choreographers who tell stories through dance Australian choreographer Mariaa Randall with 

Henrietta Baird, as well as New Zealand choreographer Louise Potiki-Bryant with sculptor, 
Paerau Corneal and Canadian choreographer, Aria Evans. 

A Talkback follows both evenings. Curated and co-produced by Olivia C. Davies, Artistic Director, O.Dela Arts. 

Cultch Historic Theatre, 1895 Venables St.
Adult: $26.25, Student, Elder/Senior (55+): $15.75, Children (6-11): $10.50, Children (under 6): Free   
Plus service chg.  tickets.thecultch.com
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BLOOM 
by Mascall Dance

BLOOM is a creation residency, giving 
choreographers the time and space to 
research new ideas and focus on works 
under development. At the end of the 
residency, choreographers present 
their works-in-progress informally to 
an audience. Ethno-botanist T’uy’tanat 
Cease Wyss pairs each dance with a tea 
derived from traditional plant medicines 
based on three adjectives that the 
choreographer chooses to describe their 
dance. Following each piece, a comedian 
will share their interpretation and 
experience with the audience - speaking 
kindly and humorously to what may be 
passing through all of our minds.

Feb 25, 5:30pm
Kraul Studio, The Dance Centre, 677 Davie St. 

Suggested donation: $10

Confluence 
by Raven Spirit Dance

Confluence is the gathering of Indigenous 
women who, through the creative process, 
find meaningful connections. “We explore 
water as the heart of being human. Being the 
source of life, it shapes and carves through our 
landscape, creating our rhythms and stories”.   
This will be a public sharing of their work-in-progress 
as part of a technical residency at the Dance Centre, 
followed by an artist talk-back and Q&A. 

Feb 26, 6:30pm 
The Dance Centre, Level 6, 677 Davie St.   
Pay-What-You-Can 

Royaltease
presented by Virago Nation with special guest, 
The Luminous Pariah (Seattle, WA (Seminole))

Virago Nation is a collective of Indigenous 
artists creating performance through 
burlesque, theatre, song and spoken word. 
They’re on a mission “to reclaim Indigenous 
sexuality from the toxic effects of colonization” 
through humour, seduction, pop culture and 
politics.  

Feb 28, 8pm   Fox Cabaret, 2321 Main St. 
Adult: $25, Student, Elder/Senior (55+): $15  
(19+ yrs) Plus service chg. & tax  talkingstickfest.ca
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Reel Reservations Film

One Day in the Life of  
Noah Piugattuk
In this latest film from Zacharias 
Kunuk (Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner), 
it’s 1961 and a nomadic Inuit hunter 
and his band face goverment 
pressure to give up their traditional 
way of life. (111 minutes)  

Feb 24 & 28, 10am
Vancity Theatre, 1181 Seymour St.
School shows only. Pre-booking only.
Teachers are invited to book their class 
through: education@viff.org
Presented with VIFF Vancity Theatre

The Incredible 25th Year  
of Mitzi Bearclaw
Mitzi Bearclaw turns 25 years old, and that means 
making big decisions for the future. Her dream to 
design cool hats is put on hold when she moves 
back to her isolated reserve to look after her 
mother. With spirit guides and laughs along the 
way, join Mitzi in her battle to get her family back 
on track. Director: Shelley Niro (86 minutes)

Feb 27, 7pm
SFU Woodwards, Cinema, 149 W. Hastings St.  
Adult: $15, Student, Elder/Senior (55+): $12  
Youth 6-11: $8, Child under 6: Free
Plus service chg. & tax  Talkingstickfest.ca

FUKRY is the story of Ching Yazzie and friends 
as they get through life’s unexpected encounters, 
the ups and downs of falling in and out of love or 
not at all. Director: Blackhorse Lowe (90 minutes).

The Coyote Way:  
(Going) Back Home  
A short sci-fi/docu-narrative about 
a young boy named Charlie who 
must make a life-changing decision 
to join a Native street gang or begin 
an epic pilgrimage that will reveal 
the truth of his existence.   
Director: Missy Whiteman (30 minutes)

Double Bill

Feb 25, 7pm  Vancity Theatre, 1181 Seymour St. 
Adult: $13*, Students, Elders/Seniors (55+): $11*  
VIFF+ members: $9  
*annual $2 VIFF Vancity Theatre membership mandatory 

viff.org   |  604-683-3456 
Presented with VIFF Vancity Theatre
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Vancouver's leading arts source.

Proud Media Sponsor

Talking Stick Festival 2020

STAY CONNECTED AT STRAIGHT.COM 

Follow us @georgiastraightarts
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Sat, Feb 15, 10am–5pm

Múyuntsut ta Slúlum: 
Professional Music 
Development Day	
Kristina Lao, Emma Lancaster, 
Rupert Common, Larisa 
Sanders & Mary Ancheta 
Holiday Inn, 1110 Howe St.

Sun, Feb 16,  1–4pm

Jamming  
with the Stew Crew 
The Stew Crew	
Full Circle Studio,  
#416-268 Keefer St.

Wed, Feb 19, 5:30–6:30pm

Artist talk with Maori 
Sculptor, Paerau Corneal 
and Choreographer, Louise 
Potiki Bryant	
Olivia Davies,  Louise Potiki 
Bryant, Paerau Corneal. 
Hosted by O.Dela Arts
Skwachàys (Welcome Room),  
31 West Pender St.

Fri, Feb 21, 12-3pm

Creation Lab
Aria Evans
The Dance Centre, 677 Davie St.

Sat, Feb 22,  1pm	

Talking Truths  
Circle Conversation
Featuring dancers Louise 
Potiki Bryant, Mariaa Randall, 
Aria Evans and Henrietta Baird. 
Hosted by Raven Spirit Dance.
Skwachàys (Welcome Room), 31 
West Pender St.

Sat, Feb 22,  1pm	
Visual Arts Curator Talk
Richard Heikkilä-Sawan
Roundhouse Exhibition Hall,  
181 Roundhouse Mews

Sat, Feb 22, 4–5:30pm

Presenting and Touring in 
the Performing Arts 
SFU Woodwards, World Art 
Centre, 149 W. Hastings St.

Sat, Feb 22,  5:30–6:30pm

Dangerous Curves	
Virago Nation  
with Theatre Terrific	
The Dance Centre,  
Level 6, 677 Davie St.

Sun, Feb 23,  1-3 pm	
Indigenous Music 
Talking Circle	
ShoShona Kish, Raven 
Kanetakta, Logan Staats,  
& Quique Escamilla.  
Facilitator: Robert Thomson 
Holiday Inn, 1100 Howe St.

Sun, Feb  23,  4:30–6pm	

Community Dance  
Workshop	
Mariaa Randall	
The Dance Centre,  
Level 6, 677 Davie St.

Wed, Feb 26,  5:30–7pm

Journeys of Reclamation 
Panel (2-Spirit)	
Ferron, Evan Ducharme & 
Whess Harman w/ moderator 
Shane Sable
Full Circle Studio,  
416-268 Keefer St.

Thu, Feb 27, 6–8pm	

Drag Makeup  
for all Genders	
Bo Dyp and  
Jaibrend Johnson Baker
Fox Cabaret, 2321 Main St.

Sat, Feb 29, 3–4pm	

Indigibabe Burlesque (for 
Indigenous-identified 
participants)	
Ruthe Ordare, Virago Nation
Vancouver Burlesque  
Centre, 739 Gore Ave.

Knowledge Sharing Workshops  

All workshops are  

By Donation /  

Pay-What-You-Can
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Digging Roots
This JUNO-winning six-piece meld their 
traditional Anishinabek and Onkwehonwe 
roots, world sounds, and popular music 
forms to create their own “global blues”.

FERRON
Poet, feminist trailblazer, lesbian icon, social justice 
advocate… In addition to being one of Canada’s 
most famous folk musicians, Ferron is one of North 
America’s most influential writers and performers 
of women’s music, and an important influence on 
a generation of artists who have followed in her 
pioneering footsteps. She now honours her family’s 
recently-rediscovered Métis heritage. Ferron’s 
evocative voice and poetic songwriting have been 
resonating with us since her professional debut in 1977.

Digging Roots,  
Logan Staats & 
Quique Escamilla 

Feb 22, 8:30pm   
Roundhouse Exhibition Hall, 181 Roundhouse Mews 
Adult: $25, Student, Elder/Senior (55+): $15  
Plus service chg. & tax  (19+ yrs)  talkingstickfest.ca

Feb 25 & 26, 8pm
York Theatre, 639 Commercial Dr.
Special Guests:  

Feb 25: Ms. Pan!k  |  Feb 26: M’Girl 
Adult: $31.50, Student, Elder/Senior 55+: 
$15.75, Youth (6-11): $10.50 Plus service chg.
tickets.thecultch.com

The Múyuntsut ta Slúlum Live Series 
(Immerse Yourself in Music)

Quique Escamilla  
Escamilla is a modern pan-American 
troubadour, fusing traditional Mexican 
styles like ranchera and huapango with rock 
& reggae into a JUNO award-winning sound.

Logan Staats
Young Six Nations-born singer/songwriter 
Logan Staat’s haunting and distinctive voice 
has won him multiple accolades, a #1 song, 
and a win on CBC’s “The Launch”.

Tr
ip

le
 B

il
l

A do-not-miss musical feast featuring three of 
Canadian and Indigenous music’s brightest lights! 
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Our Creation Story
Based on a Tsartlip creation legend, Tsatsu Stalqayu has 
woven a rich tapestry of original songs, dances, masks, 
puppets & storytelling that celebrates and honours the 
earth that we walk upon - all its creatures, the land, the 
sea and the sky. Produced by Tsatsu Stalqayu (Coastal 

Wolfpack) with Mortal Coil Performance. 

An eclectic evening of pop-up performances featuring 
storytelling, music acts, and spoken word. Enjoy a catered feast 
and a chance to mix and mingle with visiting artists, industry 
professionals and lovers of the arts. Watch for info on new 
potential special guests joining the evening’s happenings! 

POP-UP MUSICAL BISTRO Feb 24, 6–10pm
Roundhouse Exhibition Hall, 
Performance Centre  
181 Roundhouse Mews
Adult: $30,  
Student, Elder/Senior (55+): $15 
Plus service chg. & tax (19+ yrs)  
Cash Bar  talkingstickfest.ca

Ostwelve 
Are you ready for some Sasquatch Funk? 
Indigenous hip hop artist Ostwelve (aka 
Ronnie Dean Harris) is a Stō:lo/St’át’imc/
Nlaka’pamux multimedia dynamo and multi-
talented creative force who writes & delivers 
some mighty words and music. 

The Stew Jams AfterParty

Feb 24, 10pm–1am
Red Gate Arts Society, 1965 Main St.
Suggested donation: $10 
or Pay-What-You-Can

Curated by Christie Lee Charles, Full Circle: First Nations 
Performance and The Stew Jams team up to present an 
evening of Coast Salish hip hop. 

It goes like this: the band sets up the groove... the vocalists 
and MCs catch a vibe and grab a mic... the rest makes 
history! The Stew is soul food, serving up endless love and 
hip hop to our community since March 2018. Some of our 
city’s greatest musicians, vocalists and MCs, connecting 
through the rhythms of hip hop/R&B/funk/soul come 
together to improvise for this def community event. 
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Explore the intersections 
of identity, movement, 
and creation. This 
program for intercultural 
Indigenous choreographers 
and dancers focuses on 
creative development of 
personal voice and physical 
vocabulary.

Apply by March 11

banffcentre.ca

Intercultural Indigenous  
Choreographers Creation 
Lab 2018, photo by  
Jessica Wittman. 

Intercultural 
Indigenous 
Choreographers 
Creation Lab
June 1 – 21, 2020
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Want to become an Indigenous teacher? 
Do you hold a Bachelors degree?

Become a teacher by completing a UBC Bachelor
of Education degree with a specialization in

Indigenous Education!
 

Apply by March 31st  -  start in May 2020!
More info: nitep.educ@ubc.ca or 604-822-5240
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From Talking Stick 
to Microphone
One of TSF’s most popular events! 

Nyla Carpentier (Tahltan/Kaska) has pulled 
together a slamdunkin’ evening in honour of 
“East Van ghetto” poet Zaccheus Jackson 
Nyce (Blackfoot), the original Slam Night 
curator. The evening will showcase a variety 
of poets and styles. Be prepared to think, 
laugh and be moved by their powerful 
words! 

Feb 21, 9 pm
Café Deux Soleils, 2096 Commercial Dr.
Pay-What-You-Can

2-Spirit Ball
Join in for an evening of revelry featuring 
Indigenous drag, go-go and DJs. While 
you’re at the ball, check out the back room 
for a more intimate feel with music, spoken 
word and comedy. Lewks encouraged!

A collaborative art party co-presented with 
the producers of Hotlatch. 

Feb 27, 9pm
Fox Cabaret, 321 Main St.
Adult: $25, Student, Elder/Senior (55+): $15 
Plus service chg & tax  (19+ yrs)
talkingstickfest.ca
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Kw’achmixwts 
Chexw Smen Han 
(Show ‘N’ Tell)
Kw’achmixwts Chexw Smen Han means 
“show me, tell me”. Gather early (before 
Tlakentli Feb. 26, and Isitwendam Feb. 26 & 
28) for short performances by three of our 
region’s most prominent traditional dance 
groups, accompanied by a sharing of their 
performances’ origins and meanings. 

INDIAN ACTS! Staged Readings
The Weekend 
Mooghalin Performing Arts, New South Wales, Australia’s 
premier First Peoples performing arts company, brings us 
dancer-turned-playwright Henrietta Baird’s one-woman 
play that blends laughter, hope, love and loss with a young 
family’s search for a new beginning.

Feb 22, 2pm   
SFU Woodwards, World Arts Centre, 149 W. Hastings St. 
Pay-What-You-Can

Women of Papiyek
by Quelemia Sparrow

With Vancouver’s inception in 1886 came a desire to create a park 
at Xʷay’ Xʷəy’, now known as Stanley Park. The battle to remove the 
mixed race, Indigenous/Settler families from Papiyek, which we 
know as Brockton Point, ensued. It lasted until the 1930’s when the 
families were evicted, their homes burnt to the ground. This is the 
story of three Indigenous women who lived in Papiyek.

Feb 23, 2pm   
SFU Woodwards, World Arts Centre, 149 W. Hastings St.   
Pay-What-You-Can

Feb 21, 6:30pm  K’uutsii’xuu T’aaxwii  
(Far South Songbirds) Haida Dance Group

Feb 26, 6:30pm Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga’a  
Dancers (KGN Dancers) 

Feb 28, 6:30pm  Kwakwakwa’wakw  
Urban Dance Group

Roundhouse Exhibition Hall, 181 Roundhouse Mews   
Pay-What-You-Can 
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Chéńchenstway 
Industry Series 
The Industry Series is a four-day forum that invites 
arts presenters, artists, scholars, funders, and 
audience members to come together to build upon 
the previous Industry Series events, further imagining 
and demonstrating the strength, significance,  
importance of Indigenous performing arts.

The 2020 festival theme, Chén̓chenstway (translates 
as: upholding each other, lifting each other up) will be 
the inspiration for this year’s discussions and topics. 
This may include exploring subjects like wellness, 
barriers and successes, updates to past and ongoing 
cultural discussions, and difficult conversations 
not often explored through a non-judgmental 
and intercultural lens. Participants will have an 
opportunity to witness and participate in six sessions 
to expand their own perspective and knowledge on 
the proposed topics.  

One pass for the Chén̓chenstway Industry Series 
ranges between $215 and $250. All passes include 
access to all Industry Series and Talking Stick Festival 
programming with the option of adding tickets to 
attend the Opening Gala on February 20 and the Pop-
Up Bistro on February 24. Individual sessions have 
a $20-$30 fee to cover the workshop and catering 
costs, if applicable.

Due to limited space, it’s recommended you purchase 
your passes early.

Schedule and registration at talkingstickfest.ca 

Presented in partnership with Simon Fraser University 
Woodward’s Cultural Programs.

Cultural teachings & consultation: Chepximiya Siyam’ 
Chief Janice George and Skwetsimeltxw Willard ‘Buddy’ 
Joseph, Squamish, L’hen Awtxw Weaving House

February 21–24    
SFU Woodwards, 149 W. Hastings. 

With support from

        YVR proudly supports 
    TALKING STICK FESTIVAL
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Ab-Original Cabaret 
Closing Night Celebrations
It’s a closing night celebration full of music with the Beaver Thomas 
Band and Shakti Hayes - and featuring performances from the 
brightest Indigenous talent around! A festival favourite – an eclectic 
evening of entertainment you don’t want to miss. Come enjoy the final 
event of the festival and dance the night away!

Feb 29, 8:30pm
Ironworks Studios  
235 Alexander St.
Adult: $25 
Elder/Senior (55+): $15  
Student: $15  (19+ yrs)
Plus service chg & tax 
talkingstickfest.ca

Proud to support the
2020 Talking Stick Festival

aptn.ca
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Moccasin Trek: Arts On The Move! Previously 
called Workshops in Schools, this program offers interactive workshops 
and storytelling to classrooms, school gyms and community centres 
around BC. Programming includes storytelling, Métis jigging and dancing, 
traditional powwow dancing, and Coast Salish song and dance, facilitated 
by leading professional artists. Each session emphasizes interaction, 
participation, dialogue and education in a lively, creative environment.

Qwum Qwum Snow’i’th (Strong Teachings)

Community Tickets allows the festival to distribute tickets 
to non-profit organizations, community centres, and inner-city 
schools so that low-income families and children can attend the 
festival. This program makes Indigenous arts and culture more 
accessible and available to more good folks! 

Knowledge Keepers. We invite you to join established 
Indigenous artists as they weave the threads of experience garnered 
from their life in the performing arts. This is an informal, informative 
and inspiring gathering with Elders and Knowledge Keepers. Look for 
the Knowledge Keeper area and schedule at the Roundhouse.

Emily Carr University is the only purpose-built centre for visual 
arts, design, and media arts education and research in Canada.  
We welcome you to explore our galleries and performance spaces in 
the coming year. 

ecuad.ca
PROUD TO BE A SUPPORTING SPONSOR 
OF THE 2020 TALKING STICK FESTIVAL.

Yellow Peril;  
The Celestial Elements 
Curated by Love Intersections

                     Feb 1 - Apr 18   
OPENING: Feb 1, 4 - 6 pm

CULTIVATE  
2nd Saturday of the month
Creating space for a community 
of practice amongst queer and  
2Spirit artists  

12 -1 pm   open to indigenous 
queer, trans and 2spirit folks 

1-2 pm       open to all  
queer and trans-identified   

Suite #425 
268 Keefer Street, 

Vancouver

sumgallery.ca

Poster Design Contest  
Grades 5 – 12: Design a poster 
for us! To participate please 
email culture@fullcircle.ca

Colouring Contest   
K – Grade 4: Participate in our 
annual colouring contest!  
For more info email  
culture@fullcircle.ca

Field Trip Program 
provides transportation to 
children from outlying areas to 
Vancouver to see Talking Stick 
Festival performances.  
fullcircle.ca/field-trip-program.
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639 Hornby Street, Vancouver, BC
billreidgallery.ca | 604.682.3455

Ph
ot

o 
by
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an

Opening Celebration: January 28, 6 – 8 pm
On View: January 29 – April 12, 2020
Artist Panel: February 1, 2 pm

The Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art 
presents seven emerging Indigenous artists 
creating works on the unceded territories of the 
Coast Salish people in What We Bring With Us, on 
display from January 29–April 12, 2020. Originally 
from outside this territory, all of the artists address 
their relationship to the land and kinship founded 
through displacement in works ranging from 
photography to performance. 
Guest curated by Maria-Margaretta (Métis). 
The exhibition features:
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Jan-Feb $135
Mar $145
Apr  $155
May-Sep  $200
Oct  $205
Nov-Dec $139

Proud to support the

Talking Stick Festival 2020

rogersgroupoffunds.com

RGF - Talking Stick Ad.qxp  2020-01-14  3:10 PM  Page 1

CONTACT US AT 604 437 5800
www.stillcreekpress.com
www.stillcreekcommunications.com

MASTERS OF THE ART OF 
PRINT & BRAND COMMUNICATIONS

CELEBRATE
ART, KNOWLEDGE & INDIGENOUS CULTURE

PROUD SPONSORS OF 
THE TALKING STICK FESTIVAL

The nonprofit Cascade Public 
Media group helps expand 
community participation 
through our PBS member 
station KCTS 9, our digital 
news site, Crosscut and our 
year-round events. We help 
Northwest people learn, grow 
and make a difference.

Learn more at  
CascadePublicMedia.org
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THANK YOU to the incredibly supportive organizations, individual donors, 
community partners, volunteers, artists, and staff who made  

Talking Stick Festival 2020 a reality!

HUY CHEXW A

FUNDERS

MEDIA SPONSORS

COMMUNITY DONORS

Unifor, Hastings Racecourse, Parq Casino, BC Touring Council

MUSIC FUNDERS

SALMON SILVERTHUNDERBIRD GOLD BEAR COPPER

VENUE PARTNERS REEL RESERVATION FILM SPONSORS



info@fullcircle.ca
604 683 0497

talkingstickfest.ca

Mailing Address: 
#125A - 1030 Denman St. 
 Vancouver BC, V6G 2M6 

TALKING STICK FESTIVAL
#416-268 Keefer St. 

 Vancouver BC, V6A 1X5

Western 

Canada’s 

Premier 

INDIGENOUS 

Performing 

Arts  

Fest ival


